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Mr. Watson asked me to look into 
the machinery proposed for dealin, y 
British.claims for compensatt 
nachinety pay idea for questions ari 
out of thé Egyotianisation of non= 
property in Egypt. 


Phe. On November 12, 1957 the Egyptian 
Delegation in Rome said that they thought 
the Egyptian Government would agree that 
compensation daims should be dealt with 
by a committee of five, consisting of 
three judges from the Egyptian Court of 
Appeal, a buyer or his representative 

and the seller himself, i.e. the former 
British owner. Sir Denis Rickett 
commented that some provision for neutral 
arbitration was of fundamental importance 
for us, We envisaged a three —pemateme wu 
conciliation commission consisting of 
one representative of Her Majesty's 
Government, one representative of the 
Egyptian Government and a third poeweri.i-~ 
drawm from a panel selected by mutual 
agreement from nationals of a third 
country, who would have the deciding 
vote. 


3. The gemeeed. Egyptianisation laws 

for banks, insurance companies and 
commercial agencies (Laws Nos. 22, 23 and 
2h) provide& no special machinery. 

They simply state that the foreign institu- 
tions concerned must Egyptianiseg 
themselves within a period to be fixed 
by the Minister of Finance which will 

not exceed five years. The laws Deoyide 
for imprisonment and fines for 
Woexinebbeomemtess 8=fhese penalties 
would presumably be imposed by an 
ordinary Egyptian court. 


Ney It thus appears that no parallel 

can be drawn between the problem of 
compensation for British assets 
sequestrated and then Egyptianised and 
other foreign assets to which the 

Egyptian legislation applies. Special 
machinery is necessary in the case of 
British institutions, because the assets 
of these bodies have been disposed of while 
outside the control of their proper ovmers. 
Other foreign institutions are presumably 


able to carry out the terms of thi 
Egyotianisation legislationper teak own 
accord. 
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With the Compliments of the 
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ARCHIVES 


Private Secretary 


WAR OFFICE, WHITEHALL, S.W.1. 


ai April, 1958. 


Dear Miss Douglass, 


Your letter of 27th March, addressed to 
Collier at the Treasury and enclosing a letter 
sent to Lord Hailsham by Colonel N.A, Fisher, 
has been passed to me, You will remember that 
Colonel Fisher asked for the Lord President's 
help in obtaining compensation from the 
Egyptian Government for those British nationals 
employed by the Suez Contractors group of 
companies who were interned by the Heyptians at 
the time of the Suez action in 1956, 


In his capacity as chairman of the Suez 
Contractors! Employees' Association, Col. Fisher 
has already raised with us, through Wr. Paget 
M.P., the question of canpensation from Her 
Majesty's Government for internment by the 
igyptians, Mr. Julian Amery told Mr, Paget 
that it would be contrary to the policy of the 
Government to pay anyone compensation for 
internment by a foreign power, Whether it will 
be possible to get the Heyptians themselves to 
agree to pay compensation as Col. Fisher su gests 
is, 1 am afraid, outside my competence to state. 
But I have sent a copy of Col. Fisher's letter 
to Logan at the Foreign Office, together with a 
copy of this letter, and he will no doubt let 


/you 


Miss M@.C. Douglass 


you know what is the latest positim in the 
current Anglo-iigyptian negotiations. 


In his letter, Col. Fisher also complains 
that the employees of the Suez Contractors have 
had much worse treatment over the compensation 
paid for the seizure of their private property 

han have other British nationals. This is 
quite inaccurate, <A firm of professional 
assessors was appointed to examine the claims 
of all caotractors' employees and to recommend 
what would be a fair ex gratia payment based 

on the full assessed value of the lost property. 
When the property is returned, each person may 
choose whether to take it and return the 

ex gratia payment, or to let the property 
itself revert to the Government. The payments 
made to other British nationals were based on 
a different principle; they were in fact loans 
made against tangible assets in Egypt and were 
regarded as a measure of interim assistance 
(see Hansard 15th July 1957 Col. 765). The 
recipients were required to sign undertakings 
to repay these loans and in no case did a loan 
pee O per cent of the value of the declared 
assets, 


Yours sincerely, 


SGD H. F. ELLIS-REES 


16th March, 1958. 
Personal 
Dear Lord Hailsham, 


have written to you much earlier than this, 

r your kindness’ in we ie to > you 

ouse | la ist 7 on my return 
ad many 

1 my le tters 


have the Conservat ive 


I fe el pouad i apr TOE te. you to « for your D 
assistance on behalf of the f I yees C 
liquidated Suez Contractor Co é there were about 
450 interned on 31st Oct. , 1956. 


As you well know we lost our LAS oan and, in 
additim, were interned for 00 days. A ate compe 
has not been paid and I feel that the E; vn 1 Govt. 
not be allowed to get off so lightly. vf here invoke clauses 
of the Anglo-Egyptian Agreement, 1954. ee ut ga 
me is that on 21st Dec. , wh d at El Cay 
to be exchanged, an Egyptian Brig named m Vv proudly 
told us that our chattels would be sol 
would be set aside to pay for the dam 


eer 
: é of lib ty; ae 
Add to these tt ental anguish of wive 
est vere childbearing ¢ xt the time. One case 
that com to my mind is that of the man in my room. ‘The 
day of his release he receiv a ) say that the baby 
born dead. The rest I to you to picture. x 


I feel sure that you will be able to put our case to 
the Govt. to obtain from the Nasser administration the 
Compensation for our internment - say £500 per man at least. 
Loss of liberty is not easily assessed in terms of money. 

I can assure you that some of us can well do with the money. 


When I spoke to you that aftemoon and mentioned this 
matter, at the same time asking for your help, you said that 
you would try to help us. I have not worried you till now. 

T make this approach fully confident that you will exert all 
your influence on our behalf. If it should come ontaneously 
from the Govt. in the form of an official announce 

assure you the news would be welcomed, and be of some 
encouragement to many of the depressed members of our 


Association. 


When I hear of the Compensation being 
Nationals who have never had to put their c 


D 


aid to British 
laims through 


m were my 
aan H.) 


a will 
ie 


ring you, but I feel very 
fort on our behalf will be 


successiul. 


Your sympathetic c tion and poverful 
h be greatly ated > which you 


l 
rateful tt s of all the former 


ling 
Yours sincerely, 


Sed. 
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Letter to: 


Miss M.G. 
Douglass, 
Office’ of the 

Lord Presi- 


dent of the 
\\_pouneil. 


From: 


Mr. Logan 


24 APR (958 
sli 


A 


Copied toz 


H.F.Ellis-Rees,| 
Esoe, 
War Office. 


QU] Fu 


{ 


he 


Ellis-Rees sent me a copy of his deter to 
you of April 21 about Colonel Fisher's letter 
to Lord Hailsham, in which he put the case for 
compensation to be obtained from the Egyptians 
na-compensataan for the internment of the Suez 
Contractors Companies' employees. 

I agree With Ellis-Rees' final paragraph, 
and this might form the burden of the reply to 
Colonel Fisher, because what we can say about 
these claims in relation to our financial talks 
with the Egyptians will not give him much satis- 
faction. 

Our principal objective in the Rome talks 
is to get British property returned and com- 
pensation paid when it is not restored, e.g. 
because it has been nationalised. The Egyptians 
have already refused to provide in the draft 
agreement for the restitution to our nationals 
of rights and interests not connected with pro= 
perty, and it is quite clear that they will not 
entertain claims for compensation for personal 
injury or indignities suffered through internment, 
or otherwise, in the period immediately following 
the Suez intervention. Their case is that the 


unfortunate repercussions on our nationals were 


not their responsibility. fetwitay however, 


2 ; 2) 
pepresentutives—in-Ceire—will—cive what—suppent 


tkeyncemeebe Lt is most unlikely eittier that 


we shet#g be able to include any provision in the 
: toned 
agreement which would benefit the Suez Contractars! 
nN 


/employees 


employees in respect of compensation for 


internment; Coan ra pero eee en 
h is unlikely thak suck action 
they might take after tie eseeemen+ would bring 


them any satisfaction. They will probably have 


for their property. 

We cannot take Colonel Fisher into our con- 
fidence over the Anglo-Egyptian financial talks, 
and if it is necessary to say anything on this 
point, he might simply be told that we are doing 
our best in the Rome talks to get Egyptian 
restrictive legislation against British property 


in Egypt removed, and to secure the restitution 


of property and compensation where it is due. The 


talks have not yet been concluded and we cannot 
profitably discuss details of the various types 
of claim against the Egyptians. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to 


Ellis-Rees. 
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Ellis- sent me a copy of hie letter to ; 
aboot Colonel Fisher's ‘letter to Lord Hailsh: tly 
put the case for compensation to be obtained fr 
eyotians for the internment of the Suez Contr 
employees, 


I agree with Ellis-Rees' final par 
form the borden of the reply to Colonel 
we Can Say about these claims in 
talks with the Ugyptians will not g 


Our principal 4 Zome 
Britieh propert) 7 r nsation 
1 it has bee 24 tion 
have alroady refused to rovide 
’ the restitution to our nati nals 
satan ts not connected with property 
that Pte will not entertain claims 1 
ingury or ir nities suffered through ‘dntern ents 
4 in the period immediately foil wing the Sues 
Their c ie that the unfortunate repsreussions 
on our nationals wore not their puspon?*bility,. it % 
unlikely efther that we chall be able to include any 
previa. ee in the agreamont which would direotly benefit the 
ntractors’ employees in respect of compensation for 
nment; and, although following any agreement which may 
be reached, 1t will be open to British subjects to pursue 


GO. Douglass, 
ffiee of the Lord President of the Council, 
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CONFIDENTIAL JE iu iu/3, 


BRITISH REFUGEES FROM EGYPT - "THE SMALL MEN" 

The Secretary of State has agreed to receive a group 
of Conservative Members of Parliament this evening who, it 
is understood, will urge that something should be done for 
the small claimants against Egypt, as the Rome talks are 
dragging on so long (c.f. the letter in The Times of April 30 
from Lord Salisbury and others). 
2. We have expected the Egyptians to be ready to resume the 


talks following a Suez Canal Company settlement. The latest 


Flag B official indication (Rome telegram No. 267) confirms this. 
JE neifto> 


It suggests that we shall find the Egyptians proposing a 
lump sum settlement which might give us just over half the 
sterling balances, and which they would claim contained 
“something for war damage". (They have several times mentioned 
such ideas, but we have not yet adequately considered them). 
3s While we cannot reveal what Mr. Iliff has reported, 

the Secretary of State could say that there have been a 
number of indications in the Egyptian press, including a 
statement attributed to Zaki, that there would be further 
progress in the talks with us once the Suez Canal Company claim 
was dealt with. (The most recent report we have seen, on 
April 24, said that talks would be resumed in May. ) The 
initiative is. at present with the Egyptians, who took home 
proposals of ours at the beginning of March, and we have 
certainly not been dragging our feet. 

4. On the substance of the agreement we are seeking, the 
Secretary of State will probably prefer to avoid details 

on the ground that these arestill under discussion (we do 
not know if we are to have neutral evaluatian or a lump sum). 


But interested Members of Parliament are aware of the general 
/lines... 


CONFIDENTIAL 


lines of thé agreement we have been seeking, which has 
been discussed in some detail in meetings between Sir 
Denis Rickett and representatives of the United Kingdom 


interests involved. They may allege that: 


(a) the proposed agreement favours the big firms 


who have been Egyptianized and does little 

for the small men who have been ruined; 

by taking a rigid line on war damage we have 

prejudiced the chances of doing a deal on 

private property (c.f. the Spectator article 

of April 25). 
The Small Men 
5. As we have told Lord Killearn and others, we have 
no intention of sacrificing the little men to the big interests. 
The first step must be to get our property returned to us - 
under international law we cannot refuse it where offered - 
or to be paid compensation where it is not returned. 
When we see how our returned property has suffered, 
we will be in a position to make claims for damages. We 
have also kept in the forefront of all our negotiations the 
need for British subjects who do not want to return to Egypt 
to sell their property and remit the proceeds. We hope to 
get concessions on this score which will put British subjects 
in a more favourable position than the nationals of other 
countries, who are prevented from doing this by Egyptian 
Exchange Control. But the amount of Egyptian sterling 
available for such remittances will be limited. 
Trade 
6. We used to sell to Egypt much more than we bought from 


it. This trade is passing to our competitors, including the 


/French. .. 


French who have made barter deals with Egypt worth £7m. in 
each direction, whereas our restrictions have reduced our 
trade to small proportions. A financial agreement would 
enable trade to flow again. This would benefit the 

economy in general and British firms connected with Egypt 

in particular. 

War Damage. 

Te We have consistently given priority to the private claims, 


and tried to keep governmental claims as far as possible out 


of the way. We naturally refused liability for war damage, 


but realistically offered to waive our claim for the munitions 
in the Suez Canal Base if the Egyptians would drop their claims. 
We have had no definite proposal from the Egyptians about war 
damage, and it is not true that we have jeopardised the 
agreement on this score. 

8. In general the Secretary of State might take the line 

that it is essential that we should continue to work for an 
agreement. A stalemate would be unprofitable and costly and 
time is not on our side. <A complete breakdown would jeopardise 
our remaining property which is of considerable value. The 

main feature of any agreement must be the return of the property. 
We are trying to get the best possible terms from Nasser. It 
must be remembered that the different groups, some of them 
highly vocal, continually urge us to make this or that provision 
@ pre-requisite of an agreement, which does not make our task 
any easier. Nevértheless we appear now to be entering a 
decisive phase, and it should fairly soon be clear whether or 
not an agreement is possible. It would be a tactical mistake at 
present to launch any new measures in the United Kingdom for 


helping the refugees, which would imply that we had given up 


/hopes . « 


hopes of a negotiated settlement. The claimants should 


therefore be patient for a little longer. 


African Department. 


May 1, 1958. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 1957 


The Society must record its great grief at the loss towards the end of 
1957 of two of its loved supporters. 


The Rt. Rev. Bishop Llewelyn Gwynne, D.D., C.M.G., C.B.E., L.L.D., 
was one of our Vice-Presidents. During his many years as Bishop in 
Egypt and the Sudan he devoted himself to the service of all classes of 
the British communities as well as to the Sudanese and Egyptians. He 
took particular interest in English education and British Benevolent work 
in Egypt, and, since our Society was founded in London in 1935, in the 
welfare of British residents in Egypt compelled to come to this country. 


The Society was represented at the Thanksgiving Service to his memory 
held in Westminster Abbey. We shall miss him. 


Charles Henry Saxby, C.B.E. Since he came to England in the summer 
of 1956 Charles was a member of our Committee. Our Society was origin- 
ally formed in order to help those whom Saxby had helped in Cairo and 
who were eventually compelled to leave Egypt. Mr. Saxby spent his forty 
years in Egypt helping under-privileged British subjects, and. as The Times 
said when he died, “. . . Of the 8,000 British residents in Egypt who came 
to this country some ‘12 months ago there is no name so honoured as his. 
These thousands will grieve the loss of a real friend.” 


Charles Saxby, among all the British residents in Egypt, seemed to 
have been the only one to foresee the final eviction of all British subjects 
from Egypt. He came to England with this conviction in the summer of 
1956 solely to ascertain what arrangements were being made for their 
reception when that eviction took place. But alas. his was a voice crying 
in the wilderness. And even when they came he was saddened by the 
thought that his special knowledge derived from some forty years’ devoted 
work to British subjects in trouble in Egypt could not be fully employed. 


FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


We are pleased to report that Mr. W. J. Johnson, C.M.G., and Mr. 
F. A. Keeling have agreed to join our Hon. Treasurer, Mr. R. R. Brewis, 
to form an Advisory Committee on matters relating to Finance. 


OUR HEADQUARTERS 


Since the emergency arose in 1956 we were lent temporary offices for 
our work; first by the Shell Oil Group: later by the Government. It was 
felt, however, that purely business-like “ Offices” were unsatisfactory. 
These homeless people need something less formal. The Society has there- 
fore acquired a house in Earl’s Court not.only for its administrative 
purposes but as a “homely” place for these folk to come to — where 
they can be received and welcomed as friends. 


THE SUEZ CRISIS OF NOVEMBER 1956 


In our last report we referred to the task which fell upon the Society 
of meeting the immediate needs, apart from those who were accommo- 
dated and looked after in Government Hostels, of thousands of British 


3 


subjects evicted from Egypt as a result of the Suez crisis. During th 
period, as shown by the accounts published in the Report in question, t 
Society expended over £107,000, of which £80,000 was covered by, 
Government Grant, and £27,000, by arrangement with the Home O: 
was taken on the Society’s charge. 


We went on to explain that a point arose when it became clearly 
evident that the ultimate resettlement of these unfortunate people involved 
responsibilities which a voluntary organisation such as ours could not be 
expected to undertake and an appeal was therefore made to the Govern- 
ment to relieve the Society of its administrative duties, enabling it to 
devote itself to matters of welfare, a work which must not only go hand 
in glove with the purely administrative task, but must play a vital part in 
helping numbers of these evicted people to reintegrate their lives in what 
to many is a strange land. In consequence. at the end of February, 1957: 
the Government constituted the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board to 
deal with the whole administrative problem. 


THE PROGRESS TOWARDS RESETTLEMENT 


The Board at once tackled the two main problems, namely that of 
finding employment and accommodation, but meantime they were 
authorised to pay maintenance allowances on a fairly generous scale to 
those who could not support themselves. By degrees, as necessity dictated. 
its terms of reference were extended. Where hardship had been suffered 
through loss of clothing and personal effects, it was permitted to make 
certain personal allowances, to make resettlement, furnishing and housing 


grants, to pay school fees in cases where there had been prior commit- 
ments, and to make educational and business grants where these were 
likely to lead to self-support. 


The Board was also authorised to make commensurate payments in 
respect )of pensions due to ex-officials of the Egyptian Government and 
others, which had been stopped at the time of the crisis. 


There were still those, however, who were suffering hardship through 
being deprived of access to their assets in Egypt which had been seques- 
trated by the Egyptian Government. Questions were raised both in the 
House of Commons and the House of Lords. At the same time the Anglo- 
Egyptian Aid Society and the Anglo-Egyptian Chamber of Commerce were 
constantly drawing attention to these anomalies. The Government eventu- 
ally agreed, as a measure of interim assistance, to a scheme for payment 
of ex-gratia loans up to a maximum of £5,000 based on declarations of 
assets registered with the Foreign Office. The scheme however only applied 
to British nationals who had left Egypt as a result of the events of Novem- 
ber 1956 and thus excluded a number of individuals who had left Egypt 
prior to that date but who had been dependent for their livelihood, either 
wholly or partially, on the income received from their assets in Egypt. The 
Society took up this matter energetically and after the exerting of consider- 
able further pressure, the Government agreed to extend the scheme to these 
non-refugees. 


There always remains the over-riding question of compensation for 
losses of British property in Egypt for which the Egyptian Government is 
held responsible. At the time of writing, the trend of the negotiations which 
have been taking place in Rome does not appear to be altogether encourag- 
ing. Meantime there are certain matters which are causing varying degrees 


4 


of hardship, to alleviate which the British Government up to date has not 
thorised any measure of interim assistance, in particular the following: 


The exclusion of business assets from among those regarded as reckon- 
able for the purpose of establishing the claims on which ex-gratia loans 
are based as explained in the preceding paragraph. 


(b) The exclusion of British subjects’"who by force of circumstance are 
resident abroad, from participation in the scheme for ex-gratia loans. 


(c) The question of the claims for compensation of a number of British 
officials dismissed from Egyptian Government service in 1951. 


All these matters are being constantly kept before the notice of the 
British Government. 


Special thanks are due to the Ministry of Labour for the great care 
and trouble their representatives have taken in seeing that individuals found 
suitable employment. Their task has been far from easy as the majority 
had been engaged in business or clerical jobs in Egypt and were entirely 
unfitted for such things as manual labour, It must be said, however, on 
behalf of the people themselves, that they have, in the great majority of 
cases, shown a willingness and determination to take any job offered to 
them on the chance of regaining their independence. There are naturally 
cases in which the wage offered entails a hard struggle to make ends meet 
and we will revert to this matter again under the heading of the residual 
problem. 


In the matter of emigration in owr previous Report we referred to the 
co-operative spirit shown by the Australian Government. Since then num- 
bers have continued to be accepted for emigration and at the date of 


writing actually 1,382 people have emigrated, mostly to Australia. The 
Society, ever since the second world war. had urged the British Benevolent 
Societies in Egypt to send to Australia those who could no longer earn a 
livelihood in Egypt. In consequence a large number of these latest emi- 
grants already have friends and relatives in this new country of their choice. 


There have also been emigrants to other countries, particularly Brazil, 
but as regards the latter the current conditions make employment difficult 
and some have been forced to return to this country. 


During the whole of this period in which the Board has been engaged 
in the task of Resettlement, the Society has not been idle. Through its 
representative it has maintained close contact with the Board, and has been 
instrumental, as explained earlier in this Report, in pressing for extensions 
of the Board’s terms of reference. It has been extremely active in the 
welfare field. It has given financial assistance in numerous cases not covered 
by the terms of reference in question. It was also able to render valuable 
service in the matter of exchange of Egyptian Currency held by a number 
of individuals evicted from Port Said. The British Government eventually 
agreed to exchange this currency pound for pound. 


In this whole connection of resettlement we must record our sincere 
appreciation of the generous attitude of Her Majesty’s Government. We 
must also record our esteem for the valuable work accomplished by the 
Resettlement Board. This does not mean to say, however, that no problem 
remains. There is bound to be a residue of hardship which cannot easily 
be eliminated through the normal channels. It is precisely this matter which 
is very much the concern of the Society, whose financial policy meantime 
has been to conserve its funds as far as possible in order that it may be 
equipped as adequately as circumstances permit to meet this challenge. 
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THE RESIDUAL PROBLEM 


The total number of evicted British subjects involved in the Suez cri 
has been estimated at 8.000. After allowing for those who are now regard 
as resettled and also those who have emigrated, there still remain in the care 
of the Board approximately 1,200 individuals, of whom the majority are 
still in hostels. Their number includes unemployables, elderly people whose 
efforts to find employment have so far had negative results, the old and 
the infirm. 


But in addition to this residue, there are among those who are regarded 
as resettled, and therefore no longer the responsibility of the Board, a grow- 
ing number who are applying to the Society to help them in their difficulties. 
For some time to come difficulties are bound to beset those who fall on 
bad times owing to loss of employment, sickness or other cause. 


In the perhaps natural desire to accelerate resettlement, the position 
has been somewhat aggravated by the policy of paying final resettlement 
grants to individuals who have no other resources apart from an earned 
income which is barely sufficient to allow them to maintain themselves and 
their dependants. There is also the case of elderly people who have been 
entitled to small cx-gratia loans on payment of which they are no longer 
entitled to assistance from the Board. A number of these are persons who 
are not in employment, or if they are fortunate to have found jobs, their 
employment can only be regarded as purely temporary owing to an age 
limit. 

The case of these elderly people is one which causes the Society par- 
ticular concern. [t seems inevitable in many cases that having expended on 
their maintenance the relatively small amounts they have received from 
resettlement grants and/or ex-gratia loans, their only recourse will be to 
turn to the National Assistance Board. It might be contended that these 
people are fortunate in that they are in a Welfare State which is efficiently 
run. But whereas these things may not seem so hard for people integrated 
into the ways of this country, this cannot apply to strangers in a strange 
land, particularly those who enjoyed a certain standard of living in Egypt. 
It can in fact be an experience resulting in considerable distress. 


At the outset we were informed that it was clearly not the desire of 
the British Government that the victims of the Suez crisis should be treated 
as paupers. We feel that the Government by its generous treatment in many 
ways has given clear evidence of putting this desire into effect, but, unless 
some solution is found, it seems inevitable that some will be dragged down 
to levels in the social scale for which no Welfare State could be expected 
to compensate. This matter is naturally one which the Society will follow 
with the closest concern. 


There is also the case of the old and infirm. It is difficult to give exact 
numbers at this stage but a move has already been made by the Resettle- 
ment Board to acquire suitable “ Twilight Homes” for these people. At the 
end of the year the Board had the purchase of two houses in view which 
would provide accommodation for some 60 people, but doubtless provision 
will have to be made for a considerably larger number. Her Majesty's 
Treasury has agreed to make an initial payment of £20,000 towards the 
capital costs, in addition to which an appeal was made to the Society to 
assist in this matter. In consequence we agreed to provide a sum of £8,000 
as shown by the accounts attached to this Report. 


The cost of maintenance in such Homes would be borne by the Govern- 
ment or Local Authorities, but it is the intention that initially they should 
be run either by W.V.S. or the British Red Cross, 
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At the same time it is fully realised that the Society, through its Welfare 
yorkers, will have a human mission to perform by personal contact and 
rough special knowledge of background and circumstances, in helping to 

ng some comfort and consolation into the lives of these exiles from 
ypt. 


FINANCE 


_ _We have appended to this Report the audited Balance Sheet of the 
Society at December 31st, 1957, together with the relative Income and 
Expenditure Account for the year ending on that date. 


We have attached to these accounts: 


(a) A List of Donations received, including those in response to 
Special Appeals. 


(b) A List of Subscriptions received in respect of the year under 
review. including payments under Deed of Covenant. 


Our sincere gratitude must be expressed to those who responded so 
generously to our Special Appeals. The total of the donations received 
amounts to £112,374. We regret that owing to the large number of persons 
who contributed to make up this sum, it has only been practical to publish 
the names of donors of £50 and over, and merely to give totals in respect 
of those under £50. Our sincere thanks, however, go out to all for their 
ready and generous response. 


With regard to our list of subscriptions totalling £570 we must again 
express our thanks to those regular subscribers, who year by year have 
contributed to our funds. But we must also welcome many new names 
on our list, and in particular those who have entered into Deeds of Cove- 
nant, The large number of new Deeds is most gratifying, and the benefit 
from the increased amount of tax which the Society will be entitled to 
recover will add to our resources. 


Until the full extent of the residual problem can be gauged, it will be 
the Society’s policy to preserve as far as possible its capital resources and 
meet its current requirement out of revenue. How far this will be feasible 
will entirely depend on circumstances. Meantime, as shown by the Balance 
Sheet, a sum of £43,650 has been invested in order to provide a source of 
income. At the same time we look to our Subscribers and others for a 
ccntinuance of their support, and for this purpose we enclose a Remittance 
Form; also a Form of Banker’s Order and Deed of Covenant for their use 
as required. But for the Society’s aid and sympathy, many of these unfortu- 
nate people would be faced with prospects destined to bring neither comfort 
nor happiness. We still need your help. 


THANKS 


First we must express our deep gratitude to Her Majesty’s Government 
for their careful and sympathetic consideration of classes of cases of need 
and hardship presented to them, and their willingness to extend the powers 
of the Board when proof of the need has been shown and to sanction the 
necessary finance. To Sir Frank Newsam of the Home Office we would 
wish to express our special thanks for his unfailing consideration and 
support, He it was who first asked us to undertake the care of evacuees 
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from Egypt and, until his retirement, he never ceased to do everything he 
could for the welfare of persons displaced from Egypt. 


The great Welfare Organisations throughout the land immediate 
came to the aid of those evicted from Egypt in 1956, although most of the’ 
were already deeply involved in helping Hungarian refugees who had 
arrived in their thousands a little earlier. 


Very many evictees from Egypt will long remember with gratitude the 
kindness and understanding received from members of the National Assist- 
ance Board, the Ministry of Labour, the British Red Cross; the Order of 
St. John, W.V.S., Citizens Advice Bureaux, the National Council of Social 
Services, the Family Welfare Association, the Jewish Refugee Committee. 
and many others. 


All these bodies, and others, realising that our Society has no Branch 
offices outside London, gave most valuable help to families in their neigh- 
bourhoods, While, however, they were willing and anxious to give personal 
assistance they are frequently without sufficient funds to give material help, 
and, we are happy to say, that their appeals to us have not gone unanswered. 
Our thanks also extend to Rotary Clubs, Women’s Clubs, and all manner 
of institutions throughout the land for their help financially and otherwise. 


ANGLO-EGYPTIAN AID SOCIETY 


Balance Sheet as at December 31st. 1957 


eed St £ Ss 


ACCUMULATED GENERAL FUND- 
Balance, at January Ist, 1957 18 1 
Surplus’ transferred from 

Anglo- Egyptian Refugee 
Emergency Relief Account 
at February 28th, 1957 
Surplus transferred from In- 
come and Expenditure Ac- 
count at December ist. 
1957 3,868 4 2 
—_——— 66.674 0 
FUNDS FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES. 
Homes for the Aged 00 
Special Purpose Funds— 
Amount received during the 
year... ... 4,034 16 7 
Less Expended "236 0 0 


62,314 17 10 


3,798 16 7 
11,798 16 
CREDITORS 535 18 


£79,008 15 


(Signed) R. CLARE MARTIN, Chairman. 
R. R. BREWIS. Hon. Treasurer. 


FIXED ASSETS 
Freehold Land and Building 
21 Bramham Gardens. Lon- 
don, S. t Cost 
Office Furniture 
9817 16 6 
INVESTMENTS at Cost 43.381 10 11 
(Market Value £42,628) 
CURRENT ASSETS 
Debtors 
Personal Loans. less Pro- 
visions 2.837 
General. including Income 
Tax recoverable and 
Accrued Interest 1,053 


3,891 13 7 
Cash at Bankers and on Hand 21.917 14 4 
= 25,809 7 11 


£79,008 15 4 
Note: 


The Society's Freehold Property and Investments are regis- 
tered in the name of the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society Limited 


ANGLO-EGYPT 


Income and Expenditure Accou: 
(Incorporating the Surplus Transferred from the Anglo- 


EXPENDITURE 


Emergency Relief Account 
Proportion of Expenditure taken on the 
charge of the Society by agreement with 
the Government ‘ 
Special Grants on the charge ‘of the Society 
Administrative Charges do. 
27,940 7 6 
Balance, being Surplus transferred to Accumu- 
lated Fund os ; = j 62,314 17 10 


£90;255; (S' <4 


Relief 
Pecuniary, for Maintenance and _ Special 
Needs (see Note 1) . 
Emigration ; 
Educational Grants 
Medical Assistance and Supplies 
Funeral Expenses ma 


Provision for Unrecovered Loans 
Social Workers 

Salaries ... 

Travelling Expenses 


Administrative Charges 
Salaries i 
Maintenance, Rates and ‘Telephone ; 
Stationery and Printing 
Travelling j 
Postages . 
Preliminary Expenses as 
Audit and cusp! 1956 and 1957 
Miscellaneous ; 


aoRkWw~INo 


3,368 
Homes for the Aged 
Allocation towards proposed Scheme in co- 
operation with the Government ... 8,000 
Balance, being Surplus transferred to Accumu- 
lated Fund 3,868 


£23,411 4 


AUDITORS 

We report that we have received all the information and explanations 
The annexed Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account. which 
the best of our information and the explanations given us, a true and fair 
surplus arising for the year ended on that date. 
Kent House, 
Telegraph Street. 
London, E.C.2. 
11th April, 1958. 


A SOCIETY 
the r ended December 31st, 1957 


Req Emergency Relief Account at February 28th. 
INCOME 


Emergency Relief Account 
Donations received to February 28th, 1957, in 
response to Special Appeals 


Donations received subsequent to February 
28th, 1957 = - e 22,118 13 
Subscriptions, including Receipts under Deed 
of Covenant... a 570 14 3 
Interest and Dividends on Investments : S10% e210) 
Sundries a ISP 13: 9 
—_—_—_—— 23,411 4 1 


£23,411 4 1 


Note 1: In addition, the Society received and distributed large quantities 
of donated clothing. 


REPORT 
which to the best of our knowledge and belief were necessary for our audit. 
are in accordance with the books, give respectively, in our opinion and to 
view of the state of the Society's affairs at December 31st, 1957, and of the 
(Signed) JACKSON, PIXLEY & CO., 
Chartered Accountants. 


Additional materials omitted 
due to privacy and/or copyright 
issues. 

Further research should be 
done in person at the source 
institution 


THE SECRETARY, 


ANGLO-EGYPTIAN AID SOCIETY, 


21 BRAMHAM GARDENS, 


EARLS COURT, 


LONDON, S.W.5 


REMITTANCE FORM 
To The Secretary, Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society, 


21 Bramham Gardens, London, S.W.5. 


subscription 


IenGlose? ensrseeoenece : for . Spee eeSen being donation 


for year 195 . Name (In block letters) ........... 
Signature 


Address 


OD 


1. Insert cheque, postal order, etc., as case may be 
2. Insert amount. 


BANKER’S ORDER 


To the Manager 
Branch 


27195 


On the*::.- until further 


notice pay to the Account of the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society with the Westminster 
Bank Limited, Baker Street Branch, London, W.1, the sum of 


Signature .. 


Address 


* Insert date when amount becomes due. 
N.B. When completed kindly return to The Secretary, Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society, 21 Bramham 
Gardens, London, S.W.5, and not to your banker. 


ANGLO-EGYPTIAN AID SOCI 


24, RAMHAM GARDENS, ; 
SS BARLS COURT, S.W.5. hee ae 
eke é 


Covenant Agreements 


Why not pay an Annual subscription for seven years under Deed 
of Covenant? 


If you can see your way to utilise the attached form, your 
contribution will be almost doubled without extra cost or trouble 
to you. 


You promise to maintain your subscription over seven yearly 
payments and the Treasurer is then able to recover from the Inland 
Revenue the tax you have paid on the gross sum necessary to 
produce the amount of your contribution. 


The Benefit Derived by A.E.A.S. 
If you bear tax at the full standard rate on some part of your 


Income, the Treasurer will be able to recover the tax thus deducted 
from you on any contribution paid by you out of such net Income. 


Examples where standard rate of tax is 8s. 6d. in the £1 
I aot I 


Amount of Tax Recovered Total Amount 
Member’s Annual by A.E.A.S, from Received for Benefit 
Subscription Inland Revenue of A.E.A.S. 


£y Sd: LS: fast 


10 0 pres 17 
shal eka) 155. 1 16 
SSO, Sly 9 2 
25 Guineas 19 8 0 45 13 
100 (EN a 182 12 


Any change in the rate of tax does not alter the amount of the 
annual subscription. 


Note re use of BANKER’S ORDERS 


On executing a DEED OF COVENANT, subscribers should, for 
the convenience of themselves and the Society, make out a Banker’s 
Order in favour of the Society (see separate form enclosed), instruct- 
ing their Bank to pay the amount of their Annual Subscription 
annually on the date on which the payment under the Deed falls due. 


Heed of Cobenant 


do hereby covenant with the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society that for 
seven years from the date hereof, or during my lifetime, whichever 
period shall be the shorter, I will pay annually to the said Anglo- 
Egyptian Aid Society on the (a) 

commencing in the year 195 such a sum as after deduction of 
Income Tax, will result in the net sum of *£ 

being received by the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society in each year, the 
amount being paid out of my general fund of taxed income, so that 
I shall receive no personal or private benefit in either of the said 
periods from the said sum or any part thereof. 


IN WITNESS whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 


{Signature of Subscriber) 


SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED 
by the above named 
In the presence of 


Signature 
of Witness 


Address 


(a) This date must be later than or the same as the date of signature 
at (b) 


* Here enter amount of Annual Subscription or Donation. 


First Subscription enclosed/Banker’s Order despatched. 
(Kindly delete as required.) 


J 
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Our Reference 1,/ if os 


Dear a ery 

I enclose, as promised, 
a copy of tthe Progress Report which has 
been submitted by the Board to the Home 
Secretary. We are waiting his approval 
to its being made available to both Houses 
of Parliament, and for it to be printed. 


In these circumstances, you 
will no doubt first agree with Emerson 
whether any of the material in the Report 
may be used if the Home Secretary's 
approval is not given before the 9th July. 


I also enclose, for ease of 
reference, a copy of the previous Report 
made in July, 1957. 


Yours sincerely, 


I.S.Winchegte A 
Foreign Office. 


Progress Report 
by 
The Anglo-Egyptian 


Resettlement Board 


July 1957 


PROGRESS REPORT BY oe 
THE ANGLO-EGYPTIAN RESETTLEMENT BOARD: 


JULY 1957 


1. We were appointed on Sth February, 1957, to co-ordinate all the work 
being done to assist British subjects from Egypt including the running of 
the hostels and the giving of financial help. At that time about 4,000 
people had arrived from Egypt and evacuees continued to arrive at the rate 
of 200-250 a week. They were being met by officers of the National 
Assistance Board and British Red Cross Society and the St. John Ambulance 
Brigade, and those who had nowhere else to go were taken to Government 
hostels, some of which were run by the National Assistance Board while 
others were managed by the British Red Cross Society and St. John 
Ambulance Brigade on behalf of the Government. The Anglo-Egyptian Aid 
Society had been dealing with a large number of evacuees who were not 
resident in hostels, and they had been paying allowances to those in need 
and helping others to resettle in this country or to emigrate. On 25th 
February we took over this work from the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society 
and so assumed as from that date, full responsibility for dealing with the 
immediate needs of British refugees from Egypt. It is difficult to give a 
precise figure, because a number of people who had roots in this country 
were able to re-establish themselves here soon after they arrived ; but it is 
probable that over 6,000 evacuees have by now arrived. 


2. We received certain general directions from the Government which 
left us with a wide measure of discretion in paying maintenance allowances. 
We are not, however, concerned with any question of compensation to 
British subjects evicted from Egypt. Our task is resettlement, not restitution, 
and we cannot, save fortuitously, restore evacuees to their former way of 
life. Our first task was to deal with the immediate needs of our fellow 
subjects from Egypt by providing hostel accommodation or paying main- 
tenance allowances to those who were in other accommodation and in need 
of financial help. As a matter of great urgency staff were lent to the Board 
from the Home Office and other Government Departments, a number of 
officers of the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society joined us and other members of 
the staff were recruited from among British subjects from Egypt and from 
other sources. In the early days a third of the staff had come directly 
from Egypt or had had previous experience of that country and so were 
familiar with the problems with which evacuees were faced in adapting 
themselves to the way of life in this country. (We are very glad to say 
that some of our staff who came from Egypt are now leaving the Board’s 
service for more permanent jobs in the course of resettling themselves.) 


Hostels 


3. Some 3,000 were already accommodated in hostels which were opened 
and managed by the National Assistance Board or by the British Red Cross 
Society or St. John Ambulance Brigade on an agency basis. The Board 
assumed full responsibility, including financial responsibility, for all hostels 
on Ist April, 1957, when the National Assistance Board handed over the 
five hostels formerly in its charge. The staffs engaged in the day-to-day 
management of the hostels for the National Assistance Board were lent 
to the Resettlement Board so that the smooth handover of the hostels was 
assured and we have been able to benefit from the continued services of these 
experienced and patient officers. The National Council of Social Service set 


2 


upgi@itizens’ Advice Bureaux in each of the hostels and have appointed 
ee workers to deal with the resettlement and other personal problems 
of the residents. These officers are attached to the staffs of the local Councils 
of Social Service (or other appropriate body) and so can make available at the 
hostels the full resources of the neighbourhood in the voluntary and statutory 
social work fields. In all hostels members of the Women’s Voluntary Service 
are very active in undertaking welfare work of all kinds, in arranging to 
distribute clothing and in arranging work parties for the women residents 
at which they can learn about domestic life in this country. Members of the 
Board have visited hostels to see for themselves the problems of evacuees. 
The number now living in hostels run by the Board is about 2,300 and in 
view of the number of vacancies in the hostels, the drop in arrivals and the 
estimated effects of wastage through resettlement or emigration, we have 
decided to close three hostels by the beginning of October ; any residents who 
have not resettled themselves in homes of their own by then will be transferred 
to the remaining hostels. As the numbers in the hostels progressively decrease 
the position will be reviewed and further hostels can be closed. 


4. The Board are anxious to help people to leave the hostels for private 
accommodation as soon as possible and some progress is being made. The 
number in residence has fallen by 700 since the end of March. About 
300 persons resident in hostels are in regular work while a further 70 are 
lodging outside while their families remain temporarily in hostels. Every 
effort is being made to enable them to find permanent accommodation for 
themselves and their families. 


5. In order to ensure the most effective arrangements for the welfare of 
those in hostels and for their final resettlement, consultative committees 
composed of various local interests have been formed for each hostel ; 
we should like to take this opportunity of paying tribute to the public spirited 
persons who are actively serving on these committees and using the resources 


of local organisations to help our fellow subjects from Egypt. We are also 
introducing further arrangements whereby panels, representing local com- 
mercial or voluntary interests, will do all they can to help individual refugees 
who have so far been unable to find congenial jobs, to find work and 
accommodation, and to refer to the Board those who cannot be helped by 
local action and for whom something more needs to be done. 


Maintenance of those outside hostels 


6. When the Board’s offices opened we were receiving about 400 callers 
a week and our staff were constantly dealing with the payment of maintenance 
allowances to those in need and giving advice on the many problems with 
which evacuees were concerned. In paying maintenance allowances individual 
cases are dealt with on merit and we are not tied to any existing scale of 
payments although we have had general guidance from the Government. 
But we are here to deal with need and allowances cannot be geared to fit 
former standards of living in Egypt or to take account of the income or 
assets formerly enjoyed by applicants. Nevertheless, a liberal conception of 
need is held and we have not required evacuees to divest themselves of savings 
or assets they had in this country before helping them with maintenance 
allowances to meet their living expenses. We are at present paying 
maintenance to about 550 families, and in addition, we are supplementing the 
wages of about 170 who have found work but who need some further 
temporary help to establish themselves firmly in what is to many of them a 
strange country. In some cases these persons have not yet been able to find 
permanent accommodation at a reasonable rent which they can meet from 
from their wages. 
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Resettlement Grants @ 


7. During March we received further directions from the Gover ar 
authorising us to pay resettlement grants to British subjects from Egypt who 
were in need of them. These grants are related to specific purposes. We are 
authorized to make a personal allowance for clothing and other personal 
needs at the rate of £50 for an adult and £25 for a child. We can help a 
man who has found work and has been accepted for a mortgage by a 
building society or insurance company with a grant towards the deposit on 
a house. We were authorized to make grants to help people to buy essential 
furniture and to make grants for tools and equipment for a professional 
man or craftsman. We were also authorized to make grants or loans to 
those whose most appropriate means of resettlement would be to establish 
themselves in a business in this country, which will help a small minority 
of the refugees. In the current financial year up to the middle of July, 
we have made grants amounting to nearly £50,000 towards homes and 
furniture, about £190,000 on personal allowances, and about £22,000 on other 
resettlement grants. These grants represent personal allowances to 4,800 
persons, nearly 60 grants towards house purchase and 230 grants for 
furniture. We have made 15 grants or loans to help people to establish 
themselves in business. The Women’s Voluntary Service have helped the 
Board and evacuee families by visiting them and advising on their needs, 
in connection with both maintenance payments and furnishing grants. They 
and the Citizens’ Advice Bureaux have always been ready to advise evacuees 
where necessary on the best outlay of furnishing grants or grants for 
clothing. 

8. We have recently been authorized to make a combined accommodation 
and furniture grant to a refugee who has found regular work and will be 
able to support his family to enable him to find and furnish permanent 
accommodation. This means that a man does not have to be negotiating for 
a particular house before he can receive this help. This would be his final 
resettlement grant and may amount to between £750 and £1,000 for a family. 
It will be for the evacuee, with the advice and help of the Board and the 
various organizations in the field such as the Citizens’ Advice Bureaux and 
the Women’s Voluntary Service, to decide how best to use this terminal 
grant for the resettlement of his family. We hope that this will make for 
the speedier resettlement of refugees who have found work but who have so 
far been unable to find satisfactory permanent accommodation. 


9. In the current financial year we had, by mid-July, spent nearly £665,000, 
of which about £270,000 has been spent on the maintenance of refugees in 
hostels or outside. Our current expenditure is at the rate of nearly £200,000 
a month. As evacuees increasingly settle in jobs and find private accom- 
modation, more and more expenditure will be on resettlement and less on 
maintenance allowances and hostel costs, The problem of dealing with 
elementary need has now settled down and the emphasis on resettlement 
is increasing. 

Details of our expenditure during the current financial year up to the 
end of June are contained in the Appendix to this report. 


Employment 
10. The main needs of the refugees are still to find jobs and homes. Here 
we work in the closest co-operation with the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service, who have so far placed nearly 900 people in work while 
about a further 400 are registered for employment. In addition, others 
(probably well over 200) have found work through their own efforts, or 
through their former employers, or with the help of the Board or voluntary 
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stry on behalf of evacuees, and this has had a helpful response, We 
introduced arrangements in hostels whereby those who had prospects of 
work in London or other towns might receive the cost of fares, subsistence 
and lodging allowances for a few days. Personal interviews are frequently 
more helpful in getting jobs than written applications, and these arrangements 
have done a great deal of good. 


11. It may not, of course, be possible for all people to get the kind of 
jobs they want, or to command in this country the salary they had abroad. 
This is difficult for some of them to understand but they are not unrealistic 
and are beginning to accept the fact that for some of them it will not be 
possible to obtain posts commensurate with those they had to leave behind. 
In some cases evacuees have, understandably, not appreciated that the 
wages offered for work must be viewed against the background of social 
benefits in this country, and not compared £ for £ with the wages paid for 
comparable jobs in Egypt. As they come to understand our way of life, 
these things fall into perspective; we are arranging for talks to be given 
in hostels on social conditions and customs in this country in order to help 
in the general process of integration into our community, and the Citizens’ 
Advice Bureaux Committee have produced a leaflet to guide evacuees on 
household budgeting in this country. 


@ @:: I made an early appeal to individual leaders of business and 


Housing 


12. As we have indicated above, a number of persons who have found 
work are buying their own houses. Other people are living in rented 
accommodation which in many cases can provide only temporary homes 
for them. We are pursuing other courses to try to find permanent homes 
for evacuees from Egypt and we have authority to offer a donation of up 
to £300 to local authorities or housing associations prepared to make rented 
accommodation available to tenants nominated by the Board. The response 
to this offer, which the Board was recently given authority to make, has 
been encouraging but one of the difficulties is to link an offer of accommoda- 
tion with a job in the area for which a suitable British subject from Egypt 
can be found. This is rather a slow process, but we hope that in time 
a good number of families will be housed and placed in regular employment 
through these arrangements, in which the assistance of the Ministry of 
Labour and National Service is invaluable. Offers of accommodation 
are being received from New Towns where, again, evacuees must be found 
work in the area. 


Care of the Aged 


13. One of the difficult residual problems will be presented by the number 
of elderly evacuees, some of whom will not be able to resettle in this 
country with friends or relatives. We are actively considering the best solution 
to their problem in conjunction with the voluntary organizations and with 
the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society. Certain schemes are being considered 
but it is too soon yet to say what measures or combination of measures 
will be adopted. We attach great importance, however, to helping elderly 
evacuees to settle down with their friends or relatives in this country 
if this is humanly possible, and we regard resettlement through special old 
people’s homes as appropriate only where it is impossible for elderly persons 
to be placed in normal family accommodation. 


Family Allowances 


14. We have authority to pay family allowances to British subjects from 
Egypt who are in work and resident outside hostels until the time they 


a 


qualify for family allowances under the normal statutory provisions of ‘® 
country. Where one of the parents was born in this country, statutory qu 
fication comes after six months’ residence; where both the parents were 
born outside the United Kingdom, the qualifying period is twelve months’ 
residence. 

Education 


15. A number of parents compelled to leave Egypt as a result of recent 
events had already incurred educational commitments in this country before 
the Suez crisis. We have authority to make advances to these parents to 
enable them to continue to keep their children at fee-paying schools and we 
are dealing with fifty cases of this kind. We are glad to say that the 
Government has recently extended our authority to make advances for 
existing commitments so as to cover the next academic year. We have no 
authority to pay for children to be put in fee-paying schools where no 
commitment existed before the Suez crisis. 


Local education authorities are responsible for the education of children 
evicted from Egypt and now in this country and we should like to place on 
record our appreciation of their most wholehearted and sympathetic co-opera- 
tion. With the active and resourceful co-operation of the local education 
authorities concerned, about 400 children in seven hostels have been 
admitted to national schools. They are in close daily contact with English 
children and the efforts of teaching staff have resulted in a satisfactory and 
increasing measure of integration, especially in the primary school stage. 
Twenty-four children have been accepted in secondary grammar schools. 
At two hostels the lack of suitable local school accommodation has necessi- 
tated the setting up of emergency schools in the hostels. These have not 
been wholly successful, as the absence of contact with native English children 
has precluded language progress. It is highly desirable in the interests of 
these children that these schools be closed, and this matter engages the 
close attention of all concerned. 


16. In a number of cases we have helped evacuees to take courses in 
vocational training or in the English language to improve their chances of 
finding worth-while work in this country. So far we have made seventy grants 
to enable people to take part-time or evening classes in such things as English, 
typewriting, book-keeping, accountancy, or other forms of vocational 
training. 

Pensioners 

17. We have authority to make advances where necessary to former 
pensioners of the Egyptian Government, whose pensions had been stopped, 
and we were recently given further authority to make similar arrangements for 
private pensioners whose pensions have been stopped as a result of recent 
events in Egypt. We are dealing with over 400 pensioners in this 
way and we have received many appreciative letters from these deserving 
persons who have been enabled to enjoy their pensions once more. 


Emigration 

18. We are able to help those who wish to emigrate by paying the cost of 
passages and making additional grants to cover voyage expenses. So far over 
550 persons have been helped to emigrate since the Board was established 
and over 1,000 more hope to go to Australia to join friends or relatives there, 
or to other countries. A large number of evacuees wished to go to Australia, 
and we have had the most helpful and sympathetic understanding from the 
Australian authorities who most generously agreed to consider the admission 
subject to the usual immigration formalities, of all those evacuees who wished 
to go to that country, even though the numbers greatly exceed those normally 
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a d to Australia from Egypt. Transport difficulties still present a 
pr , but we hope to help all who wish to go to emigrate as soon as 
possible. 


Future Work 


19. We are by no means complacent at the progress which we have made 
so far. No one concerned is under any illusion that the task of resettling 
our fellow subjects, many of whom find themselves in a strange country 
whose customs are bewildering to them, is going to be easy or short. We are 
anxious to help them all as quickly as possible and we are determined that 
they should be helped in every constructive way, not only by means of grants 
and help to find work, but also with the most sympathetic consideration of all 
their problems so that the most effective resettlement is secured. We shall 
do all we can but there is a dual responsibility ; for the evacuees themselves, 
where they are able-bodied and adaptable, must do everything in their power 
to integrate themselves into our society and to strive towards independence. 


20. We are now getting into the stride of the more important phase of 
our work—resettlement—as the problem of meeting day-to-day needs is 
settled. We cannot, however, work entirely at our own pace and a variety 
of human considerations affect the speed of resettlement and what may be 
done quickly for one family may require patient preparation for another. At 
the same time, it is essential that evacuees make their own strong individual 
efforts towards their resettlement and fight apathy and indifference, for 
without their fullest co-operation we cannot achieve our objective ; which is 
to give them the utmost help at the time when it is most useful to them, for 
the Board will not be here forever. 

COLYTON, 


Chairman 
25th July, 1957 


APPENDIX 


ANGLO-EGYPTIAN RESETTLEMENT BOARD 
Analysis of Expenditure in the three months ended 30th June, 1957 


(1) Administrative expenses of the Board’s Headquarters... 
(2) Administrative expenses of hostels for evacuees, 
including catering costs ae ne a Es 62,700 


less contributions by residents in employment 
towards this maintenance... 396 ae es 5,400 


(3) Advances to former Pensioners ... 


(4) Payments to or in respect of evacuees :— 


(a) Reception costs anelacing nso of pbeeenee 
from Egypt... : 4,100 


(b) Maintenance ailowanices to evacuees not ving 
in hostels oe 115,900 


(c) Pocket money etc. ‘or evacuees living in SeHostels 13,500 


(d) Passage costs and other pranks to evacuees 
resettling abroad on a3 49,000 


(e) Grants to facilitate the securing of enihedi or 
unfurnished accommodation < aS 13,200 


(f) Grants towards the purchase of Rarities see 21,500 


(g) Personal allowances desiened to meet individual 
requirements i 170,900 


(h) Grants and Loans fe evacuees ennen up in 
business on their own account ... Eek 8,900 


( Miscellaneous grants to assist resettlement ... 5,200 
(j) Loans to meet prior educational commitments ... 5,700 


(5) Advances to meet expenditure incurred, mainly at 
hostels Bee na ee 508 oe aoe 
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With the compliments of ~ ee 
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Home Office, 
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With the Compliments 


of the 


Lord President of the Council’s 


Private Secretary 
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suf 7th July, 1958 


Bel 
Dear Moriarty, JE [48u/8Q) 


This is to confirm my telephone message to hoe 
earlier page A that the Lord President agrees to the 
tabling of the question in the House of Lords about 
the report of the Anglo-Rgyptien Resettlement Board. 
He is agreeable to the answer going in his name and 
I shall send this in on Wednesday unless I hear from 
you to the contrary. wives 


I em copying this to Alexander and Collier. 
Yours sincerely, 


E. H. SIMPSON 


M. Mori ESds 
Home birice.” 


ts, A 
Whee Vr 
Parliamentary Question 


fom Kershaw: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether a further 
(4 progress report of the work of the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board is yet available. 
“a 
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Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement 
Board 


Mr. Kershaw asked the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether 
a further progress report of the work of 
the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board 
is yet available. 

Mr. R. A. Butler : The Board has pub- 
lished a further brief report on its work to 

bring up to date the information given 

in its progress report that was published 
in July, 1957. I have placed copies in 
the Library and the Vote Office. 
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LOANS ISSUED AGAINST RECKONABLE ASSETS BY 
R.B. TO JUNE 30,1958 


Reckonable Assets 


£20,000 and over 
£15,001 - 20,000 
£10,001 - 15,000 
£ 5,001 - 10,000 


Number ang Y= '4+ 
rate of 
loan paid 


£5000  £1,015,000 


£4100 
£3400 
£2700 


£332,100 
£299,200 
£688, 500 


A. Total loans paid on reckonable 


assets over £5,000 £2,334, 800 


£3,001 - 5,000 273 £2000 £546 000 
£2,501 = 3,000 117 £1600 £187,200 
£2,001 - 2,500 151 £1500 £226, 500 
£1 2,000 1464 £1400 max. £736,148 


B. Total loans paid on reckonable 
assets under £5000 £1,695, 848 


C. Total of all loans paid £4,030, 648 
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Out _of date apvlications for registration 


of recognisable assets, and, in particular, 
case of Miss M.G. Hughes. pane. 


The attached case brings to a head the 
problem of our admission of further late 
registrations of assets for the purpose of 
ex gratia loans. Miss Hughes' case is, in 
fact, to my mind an unexceptionable case 
(assuming she is speaking the truth) on all 
but the narrowest legal grounds. She stayed 
on in Egypt to do a job for us and could 
hardly have known of the scheme while remain- 
ing out there. I feel that it would be very 
difficult and dangerous, in view of what 
Lord Hailsham has said in the House of Lords 
in July 1957, to justify the refusal of a 
lean in the House. 


2. If this were an isolated case where 
late registration seemed justifiable on the 
grounds of lack of knowledge of the scheme 
and its date line, then we might consider 
using our discretion (I am definitely of the 
opinion, from what Lord Hailsham said, that 
we are meant to use intelligent discretion 
(and Mr. Dibble, and the Legal Advisers to 
some extent, take this view too)). But the 
trouble is that this is not an isolated case; 
other similar cases keep cropping up and I 
have four on my desk now, one of which is a 
letter to the Prime Minister, Moreover our 
position for refusal to register now is 
weakened by the fact that thessection has 
been admitting late applications for loan 
purposes until about a month ago and there 
seems to be considerable doubt as to whether 
the publicity about the need to register was 
effective enough either at home or abroad. 
For instance, I have so far been quite 
unable to establish that any general 
instructions were sent to Consuls, except in 
France, or to other parts of the Commonwealth 
Finally, in admitting late registrations for 
loan purposes here, according to my 
information, no definite criterion was used 
and the files do not shows In fact queries 
as to why Mr.A was allowed a loan and Mrs.B, 
was not could prove unanswerable and very 
awkward. There was no consistency. Very 
mimany were refused, but very many were allowed 
and Mr. Pierotti has also commented on this 
inconsistency. 


Se For all these reasons I believe we 
should now establish a definite criterion to 
deal with these cases. Bither we must turn 
them all down simply on the date line or we 
must have a criterion, and a clear one; 
this in fact means having a method of 
separating the deserving from the undeserving 
I believe this is politically much more 
desirable than flat refusals and that, 
although it will mean more work, it is really 
our duty to have a crack at it, but only 
with Treasury backing. indeed I suspect 
that to rule all further cases out on a date 
line may stimulate a type of Parliamentary 
/eriticisn 
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eriticism which is quite dangerous and not 
worth incurring at a time when we may hope 
that the sands of the scheme are running 
out. Whatever we may think of the business 
men's claims, we do not want their lobby in 
Parliament to be able to pinpoint us for 
inconsistency or an unsympathetic attitude 
in genuinely deserving cases, such as the 
five now under consideration. 


4, I believe that a scheme on the follow- 
ing lines might well work, if the Treasury 
will agree. ( If they will not, then we 
iust simply go back to the date line and it 
will be next to impossible to draft any 
reply for a Minister other than a "Sorry too 
late" one, ana this won't always wash, I 
fear, in view of what Lord Hailsham said 
last year). The basic principles I suggest 
as a criterion for late registration are 

two (a) justifiable ignorance and (b) presen 
hardship. (I ses no reason to give a loan 
at all for late comers who are not suffering 
hardship). I suggest the following methods 
be used to establish these two points. 

(1) The late applicant should be told he 
must swear an affidavit before a Commissione 
for Oaths (or the Consul ete. abroad) giving 
the reasons why he did not apply in time. 

He will be told he must give his reasons 

in full detail, must draw the affidavit up 
either himself or with the help of a lawyer 
and pay any necessary fees. He will also 
be told we will not accept a Statutory 
Declaration, as people hesitate much more 
to lie when upon oath, which brings in 
religion, than they do to make a false 
statutgry declaration. (2) applicant 
shoula,be asked to complete one of the Mean! 
Test forms which the A.E.R.B. use to establi 
substantial hardship. He might even be 
asked to swear to its truth and attach it to 
his affidavit. We should have to agree the 
income level with the A.E.R.B,, the Home 
Office and the 'reasury. Abroad it would 
be the Consul etc.,:who would be asked to 
obtain the affidavit. This would probably 
mean bringing in also the C.R.0O. and the 
Colonial Ofiice as there are numerous (ole 
refugees in Australia. If this scheme is 
adopted, we shall then be able to turn down 
all cases which do not fit into the 
"justifiable ignorance cum hardship" 
@ategory and have a perfectly defensible 
position, just as we shall be able to justif. 
our acceptances. At present we can hardly 
do either. Finally I would point out that 
in a fairly short time this method will 
actually start to save us work, as hours are 
now wasted by the staff trying to decide 
what to say to applicants, simply because 

we have no really sound criterion to judge 
by. 


5a If you agree, I would first like to 

take this idea up with Mr. Dibble, to whom 

I have already sketched it out, and “then 

with Mr. Wilson at the Home Office. if 

they agree, we would then go to the Treasury 
/There 
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There will be a good many cases (three figures 
il am told) to consider, but not necessarily 

at all a majority to pay. This will not 
finally settle the headaches of the loan 
scheme, but it will deal with nearly half 

our current problems. 


6 There is one other point which will 
need careful consideration and that is the 
matter of publicity. I myself am rather 
inclined to think that we need not publicise 
any new decision about late acceptances, 
leaving the grape vine and the A.E.R.». to 
let it be known. This does, however, 
perhaps, operate rather unfairly on persons 
abroad, but I think that notices on the 
Consular notice boards and in similar 
public offices in the Commonwealth and 
Colonies could be put up and that these 
would mect the case. It is what was done 
about other claims. 


7s There will, of course, be further 
details to be worked out and the Treasury 
may well ask us for an estimate of the extra 
loan money likely to be needed. A quick 
survey indicates that about 600 applications 
for late registration were made a this 
section's guess is that something like 
£250,000 might be asked for in loans; but 
I think myself that if a fairly severe means 
test is applied, and I think it can be argued 
that owing to the lateness of these 
registrations H.M.G. are bound to be more 
strict,this sum might be scaled down quite 

a lot. The main object must be to get in 
people who are really hard up and who really 
have perfectly comprehensible reasons for 
not having known in time. 
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Since Mr.Crowe's minute of July 7 

was written and the letters sent to the 
Home Office and Treasury, there have been 

2 meetings at the Treasury at which this 
subject has been mentioned and, as a result 
of the last meeting in Sir A.Johnston's 
room at the Treasury on July 21, I have 
been asked to produce a suggestion as to 
how much in respect of late registrations 
could be done for £100,000. It was 
understood that this sum was to be 
considered outside the general extension 

of the loan scheme, which is under Parlty. 
consideration, and has now been agreed to 
in principle, Researches on this sinall 
extension are being carried out and Ir, 
Emerson of the Home Office(in the absence 
on leave of Mr,Wilson) has been informed 
that our meeting,together with the AERB , 
to discuss out of time registrations, had 
better be postponed until I have figures 
ready for the £100,000 stkeme, He agreed, 
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The following extract from my minute 
of July 16 to Mr. Peck, Treasury, is also 
relevant, though I now have reasons to 
believe we can reduce the sum below the 
minimum of £250,000. 
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4. C.Para.3(1) of minute. How many 
wloans would be alavolved™ if_we 
late I is So fa’ 
eceived 630 late TeELetiatione 
involved and on approximately 250 of 
these loans ha already been issuec 
Of the balance of 350, the Anglo- 
Egyptian Resettlement Board state that 
92 have applied for loans already and 
these loans would cost £79,960. 
Assuming that all the others apply as 
soon as they see which way the d 
ing, we should be faced with 
expenditure of some £330,000. 
think, however, that the combined 
62805 (5640) A.O.St Gemand/for 
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for a sworn affidavit and the use of a 

means test might 11 keep this sum down to 
the £250,000 originally estimated, but with- 
ut allowing for sales under duress. 


Or 


(Boyd Tollinton) 
July 28, 1956. 


I think it would now be a good thing to 
get rid of these late applications for 
ex gratia loans. You will remember that 
we were asked to submit suggestions to 
the treasury after the meeting of July 
21 there (my own copy attached at Flag A), |bua 2(c) 
IT now attach a draft (Flag B):shall I send 
this direct to Peck , if you agree its ters? 
I have dropped the original idea of a 
means test in these cases; it could be 
revived if we get any more applications 
and want to establish especial hardship. 
I may as well ,perhaps, send copies of 
anything that goes off to the Home Office 
and the A.E.R.B, to keep them in the 
picture. I should very much like to get 
this out of the way as soon as I can. 
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Ang: gyptian Resettlement Board 
nd Geis Puree) 
3, Sanctuary Buildings, 
Great Smith Street, 
y minster, S.W.1. 


ication for ex-gratia loan 
Statement of assets, income and certain outgoings 


Name; Ref. No. : 


Present Address: 


Nationality 


Statement of Capital Assets 


Give particulars of any of the capital items listed below which are owned by you. If 
you are married and your wife is living with you include capital items belonging to her. 
Enter the wora "NONE" against each item of which neither you nor your wife, if any, 
have any holding. 


Pessessions in the United Kingdom 

1. War Loan, Defence Bonds and other Gevernment 
Securities - including National Savings Certificates, 
2, Accomts and Deposits in Banks — including Post 


Cffice and other Savings Banks. 


3. Stocks, shares, debentures or other investments 
in Industrial and Commercial Undertakings. 


4. Bonds, stocks and other investments in 


Nationalised Industries, Public Utility Undertakings, 
Local Authorities and other Public Bodies, 


Shares and deposits in Building Societies. 
XN 
Land, Houses and cther property. 


United Kingdom currency - if more than £25, 


8. Any capital items wmed by yourself, or your wife, 
not entered under any of the above heads, 

Possessions outside the United Kingdom (axcluding Egypt). 
1. Acceunts and Deposits in Banks, 


2, Investments in any Company or undertaking of 
whatsoever nature, 


3. Land, Houses and other property. 


4. Foreign currency - if the equivalent value is 


more than £25. 


5, Any capital items owned by yourself, or your wife, 
not entered under any of the above heads. 


If, since November 1956, you ur your wife have sold any capital assets, please give 
particulars. 


/Statement 


Statement of Estimated Annual Income - January to December, 1957 


Give particulars of each source and the full amount of your income, If you age married 
and your wife is living with you, include her income. Enter the word "NONE" ix ection 
under which neither you nor your wife, if any, have any income," 


1. Office, Enuployment and/or Pension. 


2. ‘Trade, Profession or Vocation - including 
Partnership income, if any. 


3. Gross interest etc, arising from:- 


(a) War Loan, Defence Bonds and other 
Government securities, 


(b) Accounts and Deposits in Banks including 
Post Office and other Savings Banks. 


4. Gress Dividends, Interest, Annuities arising 
from: - 


(a) Industrial and Comercial Undertakings. 
(b) Nationalised Industries, Public Utility 
Undertakings, Local Authorities and 
other Public bodies, 
5. Building Society Interest. 
6. Land, houses or other property. 


7. ‘Income arising from Dominion and Foreign 
Securities and Possessions, 


8, Any other income of yourself, or your wife, 
not entered under any other head. 


Total 


Out goings :- 


Ground Rents, 
Interest on Building Society Mortgage or Loan. 
Interest nn other Mortgages or Loans. 


Annual payments made binding by deed er 
etherwise - give particulars. 
Total Outgoings 


Net Income 


Dec! 1tion which mist be completed and signed 


I declare that this form contains a true and correct return of (a) all capital assets 
ewned by myself, and my wife, and (b) all the sources of BZ income together with an 
estimate to the best of my judgment of the amount arising*ffom each source during the year 
ended 31st December, 1957. 

Given under my hand this day of 495° 


Signature, 


(A woman should state after her signature whether 
married, widow or spinster). 


868-60-12.12.57. 


RR 
Tel. No.: WHitehall 8100 


eMyS 
WHITEHALL, 
Our Ref x : 
@ LONDON, S.W.| 
Your Rela... = 


a ak Oa) ¢ 8 
July, 1958. 


MY P< ee 
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HOME OFFICE, 


Dear Tollinton, 


Thank you for your letter of 
10th July about late applications from 
Anglo-Egyptians for ex gratia loans. 


I should be glad to discuss this with 
you and Dibble. Perhaps we could fix a 


convenient time on the telephone. 


Yours sincerely, 


HBWi la, 


Boyd Tollinton, Esq. 
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Registry 5.7. 
No. 6/8/58 


Draft. Minute 


Qietude 
lofsw 


he desirability of gulating the position 
of these applicants for ex-gratia loans w 
brought up at toe meeting held at the Treasury 
on 21st. July, 1958, with Sir Alexander Johnston 
1¢ fact that loans 
nm paid in a great number of cases, but not 
paid in numerous other seemingly bona fide cases, 
it was decided that the Foreign 
to the Treasury suggestions for dealing with this 
anomalous situation on an ad hoc basis at a cost 
of, say, not more than £100,000. 
2. The details of the 
Number of late registrations 


Number to whom ex-gratia loans 
have been granted 


Balance of late registrations 
Number who have applied for loans 


Balance who have not applied for 
Loans 


Cost of loans, if approved, for 


tnese 106 cases £90,023 
Since 25> Carey have alrerdy, ean agreed 


It is considered that/each of the}es 
fi 7 


106 applicants for an ex-gratia loan 


/should 


should now ‘be dad to submit 

Office a sworn affidavit stating the reasons for 
his or her late sub 

declaration of assets (i.e. after July 15, 1957) 


and that, provided such affidavits are consistent 


with the circumstances already reported as 
aah that Hare 5 no edn 


cause of the aclayyf pratia loans should now 


be granted. 

It is recommendec that the Foreign 
Office be allowed to au 
loans up to the grand tdtal of £100,000, subject 
to suitable affidavits, in any very exceptionally 
eserving cases which m be brought forward up 

Cp 

to September 396 but thalt, as a general rule, 
the principle should be Bdopted that only those 
who have already applied}|for loans up to July 31, 
1958 should be considered eligible. 

it is not consifiered that a means test 
should be applied, as wasjoriginally suggested, 
since this creates rather fn invidious 
Gistinetion and involves djfficulties of 


administration. 
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From; [T.L. Iremonger 


H 
iam 


DFu1- hwy, 


I should 
see the 
rdwa 


me know how 


Lows yIcivek, 


Jd 


s 
lowe (remong er 


I should rateful if you 
could do 
enclosed 
Addison. 


TELEPHONE: GROSVENOR 6363 GROSVENOR HOUSE, 
TeLearams 
GROVHOWS, AUDLEY, LONDON. PARK LAN E. 
LONDON,W. 1. 


50th June, 1958. 


\y- 


SUEZ VICTIMS. 


The interest you have taken in the plight 
of British Subjects dispossessed and expelled from 
Egypt and the support given to their just claims for 
compensation have been widely appreciated, but the 
policy of the Government in providing the relief so 
urgently needed is exceedingly slow in operating. 


Many former residents, having lost their 
livelihood and entire possessions in Egypt, are now in 
the United Kingdom without means or employment. More 
than a year and a half has passed since the disaster, 
but no relief, in any form, has yet been given for the 
seizure and loss of private businesses and assets on 
which so many depended. 


But they still have hopes that their claims 
will not be overlooked when negotiations with Egypt 
ere resumed. 


May I ask for your continued support on behalf 
of those Britishers who have suffered so cruelly as a 
direct result of their own Government's action and send 
the enclosed "memo", which covers points we consider of 
vital importance in negotiations with Egypt for a 
settlement of claims for compensation. 


Yours sincerely, 


Vee free 


President, 
British Commmnity Councils 


Ct hewn han A pros ata~r sities 
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Art fon @ ber her hesrhalira kare 


fe AS amet SAAKE 
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fdas 74 


®.... by Sir Edward Peel 
June, 1958. 


ANGLO/EGYPTIAN NEGOTIATIONS. 


Compensation for losses of British Subjects & 
Egypt's Sterling balances. 


If H.M.G. agrees to release Sterling, a condition of vital importance to 
claimants is that Egypt should allocate adequate amounts from it to 
compensate the losses of British Subjects. 


The Sterling balances are, as stated by the Foreign Secretary in the 
House of Commons (May 16th, 1957) me Security for the claims of 
British Subjects ....." 


They should be conserved as a bargaining asset and released only against 
effective and adequate guarantees by Egypt for scttlement of claims. 


Releases made without such guarantccs would inevitably result in 
prolonged delay in payment of claims and hardship on an increasing 
scale for those who have lost all their possessions and are now in the 
United Kingdom without means. 


Releases of Sterling to implement the "Suez Canal Coy's" compensation 
agreement would be unjustified and unfair to other claimants. 


No relief in any form has yet been given for the losses of business 
assets on which so many depended for their livelihood. 


The desequestration of private property would not benefit owners unable 
to return to Egypt unless rights to sell and remit proceeds to U.K. are 
assured. 


Remittance rights are an essential condition. The terms of the pre-Sucz 
Monetary Agreement covering remittances to U.K. should be re-affirmed or 
more favourable terms sought for those unable to return to Egypt. 


The restitution by Egypt of private businesses, now mostly ruined, would 
be valucless as compensation - very probably the contrary - and is not a 
concession that would justify releases of Sterling without adequate 
gumrantees for settlement of claims. 


The renewal of "Trade and Diplomtic" relations would bdmainly to the 
advantage of the large public trading institutions who are in a position 
to resume their activities in Egypt at any time. 


Private concerns dispossessed of all their assets and expelled residents 
would derive no benefit from such a concession. 


Association of (Former) British Officials of the Egyptian Government 


® c/o The College of Preceptors, 


’ 2, Bloomsbury Square, 
London, W.C.1. 


17th. July 1958 


T.L. Iremonger, Esq., M.P., 
House of Commons, 
WESTMINSTER, 

S.W. 1. 


Dear Mr. Iremonger, 


During the past season you have been kind enough to 
show your concern in our Association's problems, so I trust you 
will be interested in the enclosed copy of an interim report we 
have prepared, 


Yours sincerely, 
i, aA er Ss 
(Herbert Addison, 
Chairman. ) 


THE ASSOCIATION OF (FORMER) BRITISH OFFICIALS OF THE 
EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT 


THE CASE FOR THE BRITISH OFFICIALS VICTIMISED IN 1951 
AND STILL WITHOUT REDRESS 


July, 1) 


In October, 1957, the Association issued a Statement setting 
forth the difficulties which had afflicted their members since their 
arbitrary and summary dismissal from the Egyptian Government service in 
December, 1951, It put forward the proposal that the most equitable way 
of giving them temporary relief would be to apply to them the principle of 
ex-gratia loans which had already been made available to other British 
subjects from Egypt who had suffered from the events of 1956. 


This proposal, however, was not found acceptable to Her 
Majesty's Government. Instead, the members of the Association were 
referred to the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board, About thirty members 
accordingly applied for assistance, but of those who left Egypt in 1952, 
only two were granted small financial relief. The total sum they have 
received to date appears to be about £500. 


On the other hand, as has just been made public in an interim 
report issued by the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board, the total amount 


of money disbursed by the Board during the past year is several million 
pounds. Grants and loans have been made to a great variety of British 
subjects who suffered from the events of 1956. As a rough estimate, then, 
the sum of £500 received by members of the Association represents about 
one-hundredth of one per cent of the gross amount distributed, 


In the view of the Association, this very manifest disparity 
is due to the rigidity with which the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board 
has been administered, It has excluded all British subjects who have 
beon compelled to leave Great Britain after trying to find employment hore, 
It has interpreted hardship in the strictest financial sense. It takes 
no account of advancing years and death. It does not recognize as hard- 
ship the six years = soon to be seven years - of uncertainty and 
deprivation that the dismissed officials have endured, 


Since it now scoms likely that the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement 
Board will shortly be dissolved or reconstituted, the Association 
considers that if some new organisation is set up to take over the residue 
of the Board's commitments, it should more cloarly recognize the 
Association's particular problems, The Association's ultimate aim is to 
secure for its members the settlement in full of thoir claims against the 
Egyptian Government for reparation for wrongful dismissal. In the mean- 
timo, it wants to be assured that provisional relief will be available for 
those members whose hardships increase as the months go by. 
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Top Secret, 


Thank you for your letter of July 24 
Sart enclosing correspondence from Sir Edward Peel 
Open. and Professor Addison about the claims against 
Egypt of the interests they represent, 


Z Copy from A to B of letter to Commander 


Bennett at Flag &7 


The enclosure to the letter which Professor 
O:= 


(?.L.Iremong 


£ _| Addison sent to you is, I fear, incorrect in 
nf U 
m.P. 


a number of ways. ZCopy from A to B 
in letter to Mr, Johnson at Flag B and include 


| copy of enclosure to that letter,7 


I return herewith your letters fron Sir 


|PROM: — 


Mr, Harvey. 
v “Edward Peel and Professor Addison. 
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6uT FILE 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 


S.W.1. 


> 4484/42) July 30, 1958. 


Thank you for your letter of July 2h enclosing 
correspondence from Sir idward Peel and Professor 
Addison about the claims egainst Egypt of the 
interests they reoresent. 


We ere awere of the views of Sir Edward Peel and of 
the contents of his memorandum of June 1956 Sir 
dward has been present at discussions between the 
Head of the United Kingdom Delegation to the Anglo- 
BReyptian financial talks and representatives of those 
who hed property in \gypt in 1956. 


4s regards relief for the refugees in the United 
Kingdom, you will heve seen from Lord Heilshaa'e 
statement in the House of Lords on July 23 that Her 
Wajesty's Government, recognising that the continuing 
delay on the part of the Ngyptien authorities in 
restoring sequestrated property and paying compensation 
where it is due is causing additional herdship to the 
property owners, are ready to consider sympethetically 
@ limited extension of the ex-gratis loan scheme 
administered by the Anglo-"gyptian Nesettlenent joard, 
and are ready to enter into discussions with the 
interests concerned about the form which such an 
extension might take. You will note that the 
extension may cover private businesses. The interests 
which Sir Kdweard Peel represents will no doubt be emongst 
those with whom this will be discussed. 


/The 


T. Le Irewonger, Eeqe, H.P., 
House of Commons. 


The enclosure to the letter which Professor 

Addison sent to you is, I feer, incorrect in a 

number of ways. There is no immediate prospect 
of winding up the Anglo- gyptisn Resettlement Board, 
and it is intended that it should coaplete the task 
entrusted to it. Nor is the fourth psregraph of the 
Associetion's report a fair or accura escription 

of the Board's work. The Board was set up to deal 
specifically with the large number of refugees who 
left hgypt ee se result of the events of  ctober/ 
November 1956, and whose resettlement in the United 
Aingdom presented an unprecedented snd urgent problem. 
The case of the former british officials of the 
gyptian Government who were dismissed in 1951 is by 
no means compareble with that of the refugees es hes 
been made clear in the House of Comsons on a number of 
occasions, and was restated by Lord Hailsham in 

the House of Lords on July 23 in answer to a Suestion 
by Lord Stlkin (Hansard column 128 sn extract of 
which I enclose). Neverthelesa, we have agreed to 
pursue the claims of these officiale in the financial 
negotiations with Egypt which are concerned with British 
property affected by the restrictive measures 

adopted by the ‘gyptians in November 1954. These 
negotiations have not yet been concluded, and we shall 
continue our efforts on behalf of the 1951 officiela. 


It is true that the Anglo-fgyptian Kesettlement 
Board hae excentionelly been suthorised to deal with 
cases of hardship amongst the officiels, but it may 
be that only e few of them have quslified for 
assistance on this basis, (they do not in general 
possess the kind of tangible assets in “gypt against 


/ahich 


which ex grotia loans heve been made eveilable to 
refugees). uch detstied ects of the Board's 
however, the concern of the 
is responsible for the 


herewith your letters 


and Professor 


IAN HARVEY 


(Perliamentary 


xtract From Hansard 


July 23, 1956 


aware of 

noble Lor 

officials evicted 1 and the nature of their 
cleime sre quite dif nt from the type of situation 
and claim which ifies for the loans scheme 

to which I we rring and to which the noble 

Lord, Lord Killearn, was refevring. The claim of 
the officials e1 ted in 1951 was in the nature 

of an unliquideted cleim based on deprivation of 


the opportunity of earning their living in another 
way. The loans scheme cannot be fitted to meet 
their claims and their special needs must be 
considered under a quite aifferent head. 
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* Parliamentary Question 
AF Ms, rman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whether those British 
a Goes 'S, whose cash deposits in Egyptian banks have been sequestrated by the Egyptian 


ernment, may expect to receive, in full, the sterling equivalents; a 
a eive, B z ; and when th 
are likely to receive them. ii baa 


hatd 29°34 58 


This question reflects the desire of 
CONFIDENTIAL many refugees from Egypt to receive 
compensation in sterling rather than the 
return of their property. But under the 
we 5 agreement we are now negotiating, the 
ANSWERED 2 8 JUL 1958 owners of bank balances along with other 
sequestrated property will get them back. 
REPLY ATTACHED. There will be sequestration charges to be 
deducted on a scale and in a manner yet 
to be thrashed out with the Egyptians but 
it may be possible to make a claim for them 
against the lump sum. There will also be 
limited remittance facilities for those who 
do not return to Egypt, the extent of which 
is still to be finally settled with the 
Egyptians, Meanwhile, we should avoid 
detailed discussion in public of either 
sequestration charges or remittance 
facilities, 


$a rr 


2 I submit a draft reply and notes for 
Supplementaries agreed with the Treasury, 


EGYPT (SEQUESTERED 
CASH DEPOSITS) 


8. Mr. Pitman asked the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether those 
British subjects whose cash deposits in 
Egyptian banks have been sequestrated 
by the Egyptian Government may expect 
to receive, in full, the sterling equiva- 

and when they are likely to 
receive them. 


Commander Noble: The financial 
negotiations with Egypt have had, as two 
of their principal objectives, the de- 
sequestration of British property and its 
restitution in Egypt to the owners ; and 
the payment of compensation where it is 
due. Sequestrated cash deposits in 
Egyptian banks would be covered by 
these arrangements. I cannot forecast 
when the negotiations will be concluded, 
nor what will be the detailed provisions 
relevant to the restoration of bank 
deposits. 


AY +- oF. 


é 


DRAFT REPLY TO 
PARLIAMENTARY 
QUESTION No, 19 


Mr, Pitman 


DRAFT REPLY 
The financial negotiations with Egypt 
have had, as two of their principal objectives, 


the desequestration of British property and 


| its restitution in Egypt to the owners; and 


the payment of compensation where it is due. 
Sequestrated cash deposits in Egyptian banks 
would be covered by these arrangements. I cannot 
forecast when the negotiations will be con- 
cluded nor what will be the detailed provisions 


relevant to the restoration of bank deposits. 
r\ 

ITN 
ae 


Le "in full", The question of any deductions 


NOTES FOR SUPPLEMEMTARIES 


by the sequestrator for his "charges" is one 
of the matters for discussion in the finmcial 
talks. 

2s "the sterling equivalents". Property 
would be returned in Egypt. We have very much 
in mind the important question of remittance 
facilities. 

Se Restitution of property must be an 


essential feature of any agreemmt. 
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fguse of LoRDS,. 


arliamentary Question 


}*The Lord Killearn — To ask Her Majesty's Government wheth the light of developments in 


swered 2¢- 7- O% 
REPLY ATTACHED. 


the Middle East, they still maintain that they cannot utilise the Egyptian blocked sterling 
balances amounting to some ninety million pounds for the satisfaction of the claims 
of British subjects dispossessed of their assets and means of livelihood through British 
policy towards Egypt in 1956; or whether they still place such confidence in Colonel 
Nasser in connection with the hitherto abortive negotiations in Rome as to justify 
the non-settlement of these claims. 


Ys Teucen 


EGYPTIAN BALANCES AND 
BRITISH CLAIMS 


Lorp KILLEARN: My Lords, I beg 
to ask the Question which stands in my 
name on the Order Paper. 

[The Question was as follows: 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government 
whether, in the light of developments 
in the Middle East, they still maintain 
that they cannot utilise the Egyptian 
blocked sterling balances amounting to 
some ninety million pounds for the 
satisfaction of the claims of British 
subjects dispossessed of their assets 
and means of livelihood through British 
policy towards Egypt in 1956; or 
whether they still place such con- 
fidence in Colonel Nasser in connec- 
tion with the hitherto abortive nego- 
tiations in Rome as to justify the 
non-settlement of these claims.] 


Tue LORD PRESIDENT oF THE 
COUNCIL (Viscount HatLsHAM): My 
Lords, in answer to the first part of the 
Question of the noble Lord, Lord 
Killearn, there has been no change in 
the policy of Her Majesty’s Government 
in this regard. In answer to the second 
part of the Question, I hope that it may 
be possible before long to make progress 
with these negotiations, to which, in my 
judgment, it is inappropriate to apply the 
word “abortive”. 


Lorp KILLEARN: My Lords, I 
thank the noble and learned Viscount 
for that Answer, and I should like to 
raise three points thereon. First. am u 
right in thinking that these credits are 
drawn from the British taxpayers’ pocket? 
Secondly, are not these credits due to our 
haying saved the national existence of 
Egypt. with this money? Thirdly, is it 
not incongruous to be too punctilious in 
regard to the application of these credits 
to Egypt, and at the same time to be 
definitely “sticky” towards the claims 
of our own innocent victims of our policy 
in Suez in 1956? 


Viscount HAILSHAM: My Lords, 
the answer to the first two parts of the 
question is that these balances are 
balances, as it were, for the credit of the 
account of ‘the Egyptian Government 
with us as bankers. In answer to the last 
part of the question, I could not accept 
the implications of the noble Lord’s 
rather tendentious remarks. 


Viscount ALEXANDER oF HILLS- 
BOROUGH : My Lords, I notice that 
this Question refers to the people who 
were expelled in 1956. Are the Govern- 
ment still considering what they will do 
for those people’ expelled from 1951 
onwards? 


Viscount HAILSHAM: My Lords, 
I answered that question in reply to the 
noble Lord, Lord Silkin, to whom I said 
a few days ago that if a special Ques- 
tion directed towards that separate class 
of claimant were addressed to me, I 
should be happy to see it on the Paper. 


at: 9- $9, 


With the Compliments of 


S.A Pavel. | Te wer [Is (a), | 


TREASURY CHAMBERS, 
Great George Street, 
London, S$.W.1 


cc. R. Arculus, Esqes 
Poreign Office. 


My, Johnston R. I. Hallows, Esqe, 
Bank of England, 


I attach a draft reply to Lord Killearn's Question 
together with Notes for Supplementaries. 
26 I am not attaching a separate background note since 


the Notes for Supplementaries would seem to cover all the 


background information which would be required by the 


Lord President, particularly as he is so well aware of the 


general situation on Egypt as a result of the recent debate 


the House of Lords (flag A). 


DRAFT REPLY 

My Lords, in answer to the first part of the 
Question of the Noble Lord, Lord Killearn, 
there has been no change in the policy of 
Her Majesty's Government in this regard, 

In answer to the second part of the Question, 
progress has been made in the negotiations 
with Egypt and Her Majesty"’s Government wadl 
continue to Beye hopes that if’ will be 
possible to reach an agreement which will 


settie the problems arising from the 


sequestration and expropriation of British 


property in Egypt. 


Her Majesty's Government's policy remains that these 
balances should not be released except as a result of ea 


settlement with the Egyptian Government of the problems 


arising from the sequestration and expropriation of British 
property in Egypt. 


2 RT ACT ARTE 

The telks with Egypt have not been concluded and 
the right course is surely therefore to await their 
outcome before considering any alternative proposals 
or requirements for the payment of compensation. 
Her Majesty's Goverument have already taken interia 
measures, of which Noble Lords are aware, for exanple, 
Claius for “ex gratia" loans against the declaration 
of assets and for the maintenance and resettlenent of 
refugees, 


3. What the ts gypt’s sterling balances 
a Be} ocked? 


It is not the practice to reveal the balances of 
individual countries, Pigures are, however, published 
from time to time by the National Bank of Egypt. 
According to those published at the end of January, 
the amount of the balances in the No. 1 Account of the 


and . 
National Bank of Egypt were £45.7m, in the No. 2 


Account £44.8m. 


British Stata’ 
As the Noble Earl, Lord Gosford stated last 
year (Hansard, 28th February, 1957, Col. 16h) 

"To do so would only add to Egypt's claims against 
us and would not in the long run be any more 
adventageous than the course which the Government 
have adopted. Moreover, we should ourselves 
be doing just what we have regarded as so 
reprehensible in the Egyptians; taking over for 
our purposes assets for which we are trustees. 
We are, I suppose, the oldest and most respected 
bankers in the world, and bankers depend on the 
confidence which they inspire. To destroy that 

/conf idence 


eonfidence would inflict an injury on our credit 


which it would be impossible to repair for many a 
leng day. 


neva = 


2 


With the Compliments 
of the 
Lord President of the Council’s 


Private Secretary. 


Je a 13 (8) 


25rd July, 1958 


I am much obliged to you and your friends for 
sending me, yesterday evening, notice of the 
supplementary questions which will be asked on 
Killearn's Question this afternoon. I shall 
certainly do my best to answer them. 


HAILSHAM 
Thank you for your kindness in all this. 


The Most. Hon. cand wish tay, 
The Marquess of Salisbury, K.G. 


Mary, 
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CONF IDSNTTAL House of Lords Debate on British Sub ce AUG 58 


expelled from Egypt ye ee ) 


In the course of the meeting on July 3 witha 
deputation of peers headed by Lord Salisbury, Lord 
Hailsham made it clear that to the uncompromising terms 
of Lord Killearn's motion as it then stood, he could 
only return the uncompromising reply that H.M.G. could 
not accept liability for compensation. 

2. As a result of the meeting Lord Salisbury gave to 
the Secretary of State a draft resolution of a much 
milder tone cal lidg not for "admission of rights of 
compensation from Her Majesty's Government" but for 
"the provision of further substantial advances to the 
claimants." Lord Salisbury has now handed to Lord 
Hailsham a slightly amended draft of his resolution, and 
has asked whether H.M.G. would be able to accept it in 
these terms. The Secretary of State is invited to advise 
Lord Hailsham what reply the latter should send to Lord 
Salisbury. 
3. The two drafts do not differ substantially from each 
other and are not unacceptable from the Foreign Office 
point of view. Sir D. Rickett has made some progress in 
his talks with the Egyptians in Geneva, but the Iragi 
crisis will presumably make it difficult to announce in 
the Debate that we hope shortly to resume negotiations 
with the Egyptians. We are however assisting the Treasury 
and the Home Office to evolve a formula to give the 
refugees a larger advance on their claims if no general 
settlement is reached by the autumn. It is likely there- 
fore that we will be able to go some way towards meeting 
the demands in Lord Salisbury's resolution. 

/4. 

CONFIDENTIAL 


he On Lord Salisbury's first draft, neither Lord 
Hailsham, Lord Home nor Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had any major points to mak: d E d to 
accept it. In the circumstances I suggest that Lord 
Hailsham should be to ha he Secretary of State has 
no comments on the resolution, though the point about the 
possible effect of the Iragi crisis on the résumption of 
the Rome talks should be made. 


5. I submit a draft letter to the Lord President's 


Private Secretary accordingly. 
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Compensation for Refugees from Bayet | 5s see 2. 


Lords Salisbury, Tenby, Killearn and Lloyd called upon the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and the Lord President of the Gouncil on Thursday, July 3, 
to discuss the problems of refugees from Egypt in this country. 

It was agreed that the meeting should be confidential, but a short 
statement should be issued to the press to say that the meeting had 
taken place. 

2 Lord Salisbury said that the refugees had been waiting for 
nearly two years to receive compensation, they h-d spent the loans 
given them, negotiations with Egypt appeared to be at a standstill, 
their problems were becoming increasingly urgent and they were very 
bitter against the Government. The poorer refugees were not in such 
8 bad position; it was those who had been of substance who were 

in a difficult position. Even if Egypt paid them compensation, 
they would have to repay the loans that they had received. All 
that Her Majesty's Government had done was to ensble them to live 
for a short time on their capital. The peers had exercised a 
moderating influence upon the refugees but they were conscious 

thot the summer recess was coming and they wished to try to help 
before then. 


Bis Lord Salisbury said thet he was worried by the terms of 
letters coming from Government Departments, that Her Majesty's 
Government did not recognise any obligation to pay compensation. 

He quoted a letter to a refugee to the effect that it was the 
responsibility of the Egyptian Government to pay compensation and 
thet there was no question of Her Majesty's Government doing so. 

lie himself considered we could not throw tne whole responsibility 
for the Suez landings on Nasser and Her Majesty's Government should 
therefore take a share of responsibility in so far as they were 
unable to obtein funds from Egypt. He asked for information: 


(a) on the state of negotiations with Egypt; 


(®) whether the proposed settlement would include all proved 
assets including business assets, and 


(c) did Her Majesty's Government accept resnonsibility for 
compensation for proved claims in so far as they could not 
obtain compensation from the Egyptians. 


Nis attitude towards the forthcoming debate in the House of Lords would 
be influenced by the present discussion. 


de The Secretary of State expressed gratitude for the peers' mod- 
erating influence. Her Majesty's Government had tried to see that 
the immediate hardships of the poorer people were met, but they 
recognised that the richer refugees were hard hit. It was very 
difficult for the Government to accept responwibility for 
compensation. Quite avart from the question of principle, any 
snnouncement to this effect would fatally prejudice the chances 

of a successful negotistion. Negotiations with Egypt had been 
going fairly well in March. When the Bgyptiens re*lised the 


/magnitude of 


CONFIDENTIAL 


magnitude of the sums which they might have to pay by way of 
compensation to all concerned, they evidently decided that they 
could not reach final agreement with us until they had settled 
with the Suez Canal Company, A settlement with the Sompany had 
now been reached and it was to be signed on July 12. We had 
already had feelers about re-opening negotiations, It now 
looked as though the Egyptians did want to get % gs settled 
when the Canal Company agreement was out of the way and he 
thought there was @ reasonable prospect of settling the matter 
in the next few weeks. We were now at the crux of the final 
bargain. He could not help feeling that this was the worst 
possible moment at which Her Majesty's Government should seem 
to be under pressure to settle. 


5e The Chancellor of the Exchequer added that if Her Majesty's 
Government were to express ar » or even > seem anxious, 

to settle, the Egyptians would think they had the advantage of 
us. Similarly, if Her Majesty's Government acknowledged that they 
would pay compensation or even suvplement whatever we got out of 
the Egyptians, it would be fatal for a successful outcome. 


6. In subsequent discussion, Lord Lloyd mentioned a typical 
case of which he was aware of a couple who had saved £10,000 
which was sequestrated. They had received a loan of £4 ,000 
which was too small to enable them to set up in business and so 
they had had to live on the loan, isés 0. capital. If Her 
Majesty's Government could not accept rex onsibility for full 
compensation, could they not lend more money to people like this 
by, as it were, discounting their bills on Nasser. He thought 
that we should try to save such people from sinking. 


Ts In reply to a question from Lord Tenby whether negotiations 

would start after July 12, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 

revlied that we hoped tc beat the table with the Egyptians within 

two or three weeks and at the end of the month to have an idea 
whether the Egyptians meant business or not. 


Lord Killearn asserted that many refugees would not wish 
or be able to go back to Egypt to do business. They would be 
discriminated against, they would have to sell their property 
at forced prices and would have difficulty in getting their 
money out. The Secretary of fe replied that one of the 
Objects of the negotiations was to permit people to re~ 
establish themselves if they wanted and he be ieved there 
were indications that the Esyptians wanted ° 5 back. It was 
much betvcer, however, that people should try to re-establish 
toemselves On en individual basis rather than that Her Majesty's 
Government should take over all their property. If Her 
Majesty's Government had to try to dispose of it, the ultimate 
loss would be far greater than if private persons managed their 
own affairs. "Her Majesty's Government will of course do all 
they can to help the refugees, which is why we want to send back 
a Chargé d'affaires who will try to help them over their claims , 
ete." 


Ge Lord Salisbury then asked what the G.vernment would say in the 
forthcoming debate in the House of Lords. Lord Hailsham replied that 


Pus 


CONFIDENTIAL 


it would be easier for him to handle the debate if Lord 
Killearn's motion were framed differently, In its present 
uncompromising terms he could only return an uncompromising reply 
that Her Majesty's Government could not accept responsibility 

for compensation. 


10. In reply to the question of Lord Killearn whether Her 
Majesty's Government could not use the sterling balances, 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer said t it woi.ld be disastrous 
to dispose forcefully of any sterling lances which were held 
here. It would have a most unfortuna effect on all people 

who held money in London and he would value the ultimate damage 
as much more than the value of the sterling basances, Lord 
Salisbury agreed that it would be much better to withhold the 
balances rather than 1aid them. 


1. Reverting to Lord Lloyd's proposel that Her Majesty's 
Government should enable refugees to obtain larger loans 

sufficient to enable them to restart their lives, the Chancellor 

of the Exchequer replied that Lord Lloyd's idea would not breach 
any principle. He would be prepared to see whether if there was 

not some settlement before September, anything could be done on thes 
ines. The Government would not be dogmatic abouu the loan 

scheme. Lord Killearn indicated that some of the difficulty was 
caused by the upper limit of £5,000 in theex gratia loan scheme. 


2s Lord ilsham said that it would be extremely difficult for 
the Government to say anything helpful in a debate on July 9 if 
signature of the Suez Canal reement was to take place on July 
12, and negotiations were to be re-opened shortly thereafter. 

He asked if Lord Killearn's motion could not be postponed. The 
difficulty of arranging a later date for the motion was indicated 
but Lord Hailsham undertook to ascertain whether this could not be 
arranged. 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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15 AUG 1858 


To move to resolve 


That this House, recognising the increasing 
hardships to which British nationals expelled 
from Egypt are being exposed by the continuing 
delays in reaching 2 settlement of their claims, 
urges H.M.G., to arrange, as a matter of urgency, 
for the provision of further substantial advances 
to the claimants, bearing in mind that, for 
many of them, loans, which have to be repaid, 
are no substitute for full compensation, which 
could enable them to start a new life on a firm 


basise 


I enclose a copy of s draft 
resolution on British subjects 
expelled from Sgypt which 
Lord Salisbur ve to the Foreiga 
Seeretary las The 


» romised to 

let. him have vi S soon 

4S possi ble. T should therefore 

be grateful if you could consult the 

shaneellor abo ut ite I a sendliag 

ole and to Sim mn and 

uld similarly be grateful if they 

te Cousult Lord Ho and Lord 
ilshaz 


Ofer Jy 


COMMON\EALTH RELATIONS OFFIG 
ION R Ie DS apres 


DOWNING STREET. 
4} 4/5 AUG ad 
llth July, 1958. j-——- ) 
} seat? 


iy \ - 

Lord Home ae seen the terms of the draft resolutim 
on British subjects expelled from Kgypt which you 
enclosed with your letter to Maude of 10th July. 

Lord Home feels that the new draft is a very great 
advance on the terms of the motion standing in Lord 
Killearn's name on the Order Paper for 25rd July. 

He is also inclined to think subject to the Chancellor's 
views that action on the lines proposed in the resolution 
might be the best way of holding the position. 

I am sending copies of this letter to Maude and 


to Simpson. 


(kK. F. Burns) 


D. S. Laskey, Esq., U.M.G., C.V.O., 
Foreign Office. 


oF, the Compliments 


of ig 
Lord President of the. Councils 


Private Secratary,J6 ®- 


ee —— oy 
Se aS BP HOD), 


ee 


lith July, 1958 


Dear Johnston, 


Be ohn Migh y opportuni f your 1gttor Yo mo 
the lord President of Y bout 


or 7th Ju. 


Council about 
ani Laskey's letter te Maude of yor Woeh July, both 


arising ous of the recent Gon garg = Ad ox peers led 


Lord Salisbury on the subj 


S from sgypt. 


P< Tho Lord President's views on the kind of relaxation 
which we my yt which I had already given you 


verbally , 
(1) 


(11) 


may be summarised os follows: 


pe aly tae coke rabid : * tion 

0 or 
business Assets to Pant a not be wholly 
excluded; 


we moe spender: giving assiatence to thoso at 
‘aares og an ee nn aay aiooene tho 

an increase rs) 

with lower incomes to count thoir business 

assets as entitlement, to the 70° lean and grant; 


it might. bo worth considering —, a possibili 
reised carlier by Lord Lig na » tek trees 

with definite projects for phesttieesat « should 
be allowed a larger percentage on that account. 


as you asked, 
size of 


that he thought it perfectly sensible to take 
starting point, but that 


that. he would not feel sble 


Lord Hailsham had no comment on Lord Selisbury's drait 
motion which he wished to be inco: ‘ted 


‘axe ne £ Yole that an practice 
deal of difference to the recipients. 


I em sending copies of this to Laskey, Maude and Cole, 


Yours sincerely, 
E. H. SIMPSON 


Sir Alexonder Johnston, K.B..., Ce3e, 
H.M. Treasury. 


Treasury Chambers, Great George Street, S.W. 1 


TS 
4 


-~) 15th July, 1958 


Thank you for your letter of 10th July to Maude 
enclosing a copy of a draft resolution on British 
subjects expelled from Egypt. The Chancellor has no 
comments on the motion, but we suggest that it might 
refer to “increasing the hardships to which many 
British nationals......." 


I am sending copies to Cole and to Simpson. 


as 


—_— 


a nl Cli 


D.S. Laskey, Esq., C.oM.G., 


a 


i ge 


Priby Council Oftice, \Sva 


Titehall. S2a. 


th July, 


14-84 |)16(4) 


Femsetelé 


Collier's of 
Fores gn Secr 


‘ternoon in the House or i 
e Lord Px i f the 
ne resolution as that reul ted i 
July and als 


ey Iray 
to. which 
being exposed 
L sevtler Ly 
ake immediate steps 
dvences to the clair 
my or t loans 
ibstitute for full 
them to start a new J 
move for Papers." 


Lord 3¢ 
commen V 
ch he hi pee, had an 


Jesty' s 
in these terms in “tl 


We agreed that acti on this new hae Oy 
Lord isbury ld sede your act 
therefore be grater d she 
this letter wou send sugg O me to the eee 
which Lord Hailsham should now send to Lord Salisbury. 


I am sending copies of this letter to Collier and Burns 
for the tention of the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
Secretary of State for Commonwealth Relations and, for 
greater speed, also direct to Johnston. 

Yours sincerely, 
. Alexender, Esq., kit Sina fen~ 


Foreign Office. 


With the Compliments 
of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer’s 


Private Secretary : 


Treasury Chambers, ae Wad s\6) 


Great George Street, 
SENG & 


TREASURY CHAMBERS , 
GREAT GHORGE STREET. 


5.¥.1. 
16th July, 1958. 


Dear Simpson, 


In reply to your letter of 15th July about Lord Salisbury's 
notion, the only point we would like to raise on the wording of 
the motion is wether 1t could refer to the "increasing hardships 
to which mapy of the British nations expellod from Egypt are 
being expose". Whet we have in mind is that the smaller men 
have received loans amounting to 70 per cent of their claims 
snd, as the claims were probebly somewhet inflated, they have in 
effoct received in some cases the full value of what they have 
lost. It is difficult to think that hardship is being caused 
in these cases, although admittedly the soney they have received 
is a loan and not © componsation payment. 


We should hope that nothing would be said which suggested 
that the terms of the motion were being accepted. We do not 
think that yr improvement in the loan scheme should apply to 
the smaller cisizs, for the reasons I have indicated above. 

We may slso do very little more for the largest clains. We do 
not want to seen to accept a fors of wording which implied that 
ali cleimants were going to receive further loans. Moreover, 

there will no doubt be some argumont in due course whether the 

improvements proposed are substantial within the terms of 

Lord. Selisbury's motion, 


The Chancellor of the Zxchequer gathered at the meeting 
heid in the Foreign Secretary's room with the interested Peers 
that it would be enough if, in reply to Lord Salisbury's motion, 
she Government indicated that if a settlesent with Egypt had not 
been resched by September, the Government would look at the loan 
scheme to seo in what respect it should be improved. We think 
that the Lord President might see whether Lord Salisbury was 
prepared to accept an undertaking of this kind as enough to 
dustify him in withdrawing his formal motion for papers at the 
end of the debate. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to Alexander and Burns. 


Yours sincerely, 


A. J. COLLIER 


E.8. Simpson, Esq., 
Lord President's Office 
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Top Secret. Thank you for your letter of July 15 


Secret. 
Confidential: about Lord Salisbury's Grete b gesolution., 


Restricted. tn 
Open. 


ae 


ithe Foreign Se ecre tar ys has considered  _ 
NX 


C€bstantially from each other, 


Laura aigly te cold ha We & 
oidondbay Ly more constructive than thet—Weter ~~ 
fp neet i, LA. 
iis at present on the order paper for July 23. 

He has no comments to make, and agrees with 

the points made by the Cisncs it r ee: 8 


i ond bs beth 
Flag E letter to Laskey of July se and by Lord 


Hailsham (last paragraph of your letter to 
Flag F Sir A. el aay of July 11). (Incidentally, 


From: on the latter point it is worth noting that 


Mn. Alenaorgy £2 million of the £64 million expended by the 


Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board have been 
in non-repayable grants.) 

The Iragi crisis wll make it difficult 
to announce in the Debate that Ses Ue 
resuns#e financial negotiations with the 
Egyptians, but this will have to be considered 
in the light of events in the Middle East in 
the next few days, and what progress text may 
have been made as a result of Sir D. Rickett's 
talks in Geneva with the Governor of the 
National Bank of Egypt. 

I an sending copies of this letter to 


Collier and Burns, and to Sir A. Johnston. 


“taf? 


Voroign Office, 5. st. 
duly 18, 1956, 


Thank you for your letter of July 15 shout 
Lora Sa@liebury's draft resolution. 


In the Foreign Secretary's absence Mr. Ormeby~- 
Gore has considered both the revised texts, which do 
not differ substantially from cach other, and thinks 
we should be able to give a more constructive reply 
than we could have done to the resolution which is 
at present on the Order Paper for duly 23. He has 
No Comments to make, and agrees with the points made 
by the Chancellor (Coliier’s letter to Laskey of duly 15 
ané hie letter to you of duly 16) and by Lord Hailshas 
(last peregraph of your letter to Sir Alexander Johnston 
of duly 11). (Ineidentaliy, on the latter point it is 
worth noting thet £2 million of the £6y million expended 
by the Anglo-lgyptian Resettlement Board heve beon in 
nose-repayable grants. ) 


The Iragi crisis will make 1t difficult to 
announce in the Debate that we hope shortly to resume 
finaneial negotiations with the Sgyptians, but this 
ill have to be considered in the light of events 
in the Midéle Kast in the next few days, and what 
progress may have been made ac a result of Sir denis 
Rickett's telks in Geneva with the Governor of the 
Bational Bank of Egypt. 


I om sending copies of this letter to Collier 
ané Surne, and to Sir Alexander Johnstone 


(Ps Ge Me Alexander) 


Be He S My BSgee 
Privy Council offices, 
wha 2 


tehal. 
London, Bellele 


